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The  Steve  Farmer  interview 


By  Maridee  BonaDea 


teve  Farmer  entered  the  King  County  Jail  on  July  16, 1991,  to  serve  a  seven-and-a-half  year  sentence. 
Farmer  had  been  convicted  of  twice  paying  to  photograph  17-year-old  male  prostitutes  —  a  crime  for 
which  Farmer  expected  to  pay  a  small  fine  and  get  probation  (see  GCN,  March  4-10, 1991). 

But  during  the  sentencing  procedure,  two  acquaintances  of  Farmer  testified  that  he  had  told  each  of 
them  that  he  was  HIV  positive  in  1982  and  1983  (even  though  the  HIV  antibody  test  was  not  available 
before  1985).  As  a  result  of  this  testimony.  Farmer  was  forced  to  submit  to  an  HIV-antibody  test,  becom¬ 
ing  the  first  person  in  Washington  State  to  be  tested  involuntarily.  Farmer's  test  indicated  that  he  was  HIV  antibody-pos¬ 
itive.  Because  of  this  result,  he  was  given  the  maximum  sentence  of  seven-and-a-half  years.  He  is  now  in  Shelton  Prison, 
about  60  miles  outside  of  Seattle. 

I  remember  when  the  case  was  on  local  TV  here  in  Seattle.  The  sentencing  situation  was  one  of  gay  people  squealing 
on  gay  people,  and  now  Farmer  is  serving  time.  The  following  interview  took  place  in  September  of  this  year  in  Shelton 
Prison.  Farmer  and  I  were  both  nervous  because  we  did  not  have  any  privacy.  Farmer  reiterated  this  when  he  wrote  to 
me  after  the  interview  and  explained  that  he  did  not  feel  he  could  talk  freely  and  stated  again  that  he  was  nervous. 

Interview  in  centerspread 


Gag  rule 
upheld 

U.S.  House  falls  12  votes 
short  of  overriding  Bush ; 
women  who  go  to  federally 
funded  clinics  could  now  be 
denied  abortion  information. 

By  Dawn  Schmitz 

WASHINGTON — Pregnant  women  who 
go  to  4000  federally  funded  clinics  for  infor¬ 
mation  and  counseling  around  the  country 
may  soon  be  told  “abortion  is  not  an  appro¬ 
priate  method  of  family  planning.”  The  path 
was  cleared  Nov.  19  for  a  ban  on  abortion 
information  at  Title  X  family  planning  clin¬ 
ics  when  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
failed  to  override  President  Bush’s  veto  of  a 
bill  that  would  have  barred  regulations  on 
abortion  counseling,  known  as  the  gag  rule. 

Under  the  gag  rule,  employees  at  clinics 
funded  through  a  21 -year-old  federal  pro¬ 
gram  known  as  Title  X  would  be  forbidden 
from  telling  patients  that  abortion  is  an 
option  for  unwanted  or  risky  pregnancies. 
They  would  also  be  barred  from  informing 
women  of  where  abortions  are  available.  For 
this  reason,  the  gag  rule  has  been  blasted  for 
its  restrictions  on  freedom  of  speech  and  the 
potential  for  medical  malpractice  as  well  as 
its  effects  on  women’s  reproductive  freedom. 

The  failure  of  Congress  to  enact  a  law  that 
would  bar  the  gag  rule  does  not  have  a  direct 
impact  on  the  ability  of  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  (HHS)  to  begin 
enforcing  the  injunction — HHS  already 
could  have  begun  to  do  so  two  to  three 
months  after  the  Supreme  Court’s  May  23 
decision  to  uphold  the  regulations. 

However,  some  activists  say  HHS  and 
Bush  may  now  feel  there  is  a  political  man¬ 
date  to  enforce  the  gag  rule.  “They  may  have 
been  waiting  to  see  what  the  political  fallout 
is  going  to  be,”  said  Andrea  Miller  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union’s  (ACLU) 
Reproductive  Freedom  Project.  The  House 
vote  of  276-156  fell  12  votes  short  of  over¬ 
riding  Bush’s  veto. 

The  congressional  measure  overturning 
the  gag  rule  was  attached  to  a  sweeping  $205 
billion  appropriations  bill  for  the 
Departments  of  Labor,  Health  and  Human 
Services  and  Education,  which  has  now  gone 
back  to  Congress  for  revisions.  Because  of 
the  success  of  Bush’s  veto,  pro-choice  advo¬ 
cates  fear  that  legislators  anxious  to  pass  an 
appropriations  bill  before  the  holiday  recess 
will  approve  one  without  any  measure 
restricting  the  gag  rule. 

Although  different  congressional  legisla¬ 
tion  has  been  introduced  that  would  overturn 
the  gag  rule  by  mandating  that  federally 
funded  clinics  provide  full  and  complete 
information  about  abortion,  activists  say  it  is 
clear  that  more  pro-choice  lawmakers  must 
be  elected  before  such  a  measure  could  be 
passed.  “We  really  have  to  hit  the  political 
road,”  said  Sara  Pines  of  the  National 
Abortion  Rights  Action  League  (NARAL). 
“In  the  ‘92  election  we’ll  be  looking  at  a  lot 
of  races.” 

Bush's  veto  and  the  override  failure  indi¬ 
cate  that  “we  cannot  rely  on  Congress  to 
respond  to  our  concerns,”  said  Ellen 
Convisser,  president  of  the  Massachusetts 
chapter  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women.  “It’s  very,  very  clear,"  she  added, 
“that  neither  the  Democrats  nor  the 
Republicans  prioritize  women’s  issues  or  lis¬ 
ten  to  the  concerns  of  a  significant  majority.” 

The  legislators  who  voted  in  favor  of  the 
gag  rule  “expect  to  ride  on  the  coattails  of 
George  Bush,”  Convisser  stated.  She  added 
that  the  legislators  are  underestimating  the 
impact  their  positions  will  have  on  many 
voters.  “They  will  see  very  different  reac¬ 
tions  than  what  they’re  expecting,”  she  said. 

Pro-choice  forces  often  point  to  polls  that 
indicate  that  a  majority  of  people  in  the  U.S. 
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Quote  off  the  week 

“They’d  say  I’m  gay — I  had  it  coming  to 
me... .There  have  been  other  athletes  who 
died  from  AIDS,  and  they  were  pushed  aside 
because  they  either  got  it  from  drugs  or  they 
were  gay...[and]  if  it  had  happened  to  a  het¬ 
erosexual  woman  who  had  slept  with  100  or 
200  men  they’d  call  her  a  whore  and  a  slut, 
and  corporations  would  drop  her  like  a  lead 
balloon.” 

— Tennis  star  Martina  Navratilova 
responding  in  the  New  York  Post  to  the  sym¬ 
pathetic  public  reaction  to  basketball  star 
Magic  Johnson’s  disclosure  that  he  is  HIV 
positive.  Navratilova  argued  if  she  or  anoth¬ 
er  lesbian  or  gay  athlete,  a  drug-using  ath¬ 
lete  or  heterosexual  female  athlete  as  sexual¬ 
ly  active  as  Johnson  would  not  have  been 
afforded  the  same  sympathy  if  he  or  she  had 
made  a  similar  public  disclosure.  Johnson 
has  told  the  public  his  HIV  infection  was 
transmitted  through  multiple  heterosexual 
contacts  he  had  while  traveling  as  a  profes¬ 
sional  athlete. 

Fox  TV  to  adver¬ 
tise  condoms 

LOS  ANGELES — Fox  Broadcasting  Co. 
announced  Nov.  12  that  it  will  be  the  coun¬ 
try’s  first  television  network  to  broadcast 
condom  commercials. 

Fox  spokeperson  Andi  Sporkin  said  that 
the  paid  advertising  by  condom  manufactur¬ 
ers  will  be  accepted  only  if  the  product  is 
promoted  as  a  means  of  preventing  HIV 
transmission,  according  to  the  Associated 
Press.  Commercials  that  acknowledge  con¬ 
doms  as  a  form  of  contraception  will  not  be 
aired  by  Fox. 

The  decision  to  change  the  network’s  poli¬ 
cy  came  after  a  marketing  proposal  by  the 
Florida-based  Schmid  Laboratories,  which 
manufactures  Ramses,  Fourex  and  Sheik 
brand  condoms. 

The  three  other  national  television  net¬ 
works,  ABC,  CBS  and  NBC  currently  ban 
all  condom  advertising.  ABC  spokesperson 
Janice  Gretemeyer  said,  “ABC  has  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  changing  its  policy.  We  have  not  and 
will  not  be  accepting  condom  advertising.” 
CBS  and  NBC,  however,  are  reportedly  con¬ 
sidering  adopting  policies  similar  to  that 
announced  by  Fox. 

Currently,  ABC,  CBS  and  NBC  offer  pub¬ 
lic  service  announcements  (PSAs)  advocat¬ 
ing  safer  sex  practices,  including  condom 
use,  that  can  be  used  at  the  discretion  of  the 
individual  station. 

Ads  for  condoms,  spermicide  and  contra¬ 
ceptive  sponges  are  currently  televised  by 
some  of  these  stations. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Falwell  alleges 
brush  with  bash¬ 
ing 

LYNCHBURG,  Va. — Anti-gay  television 
evangelist  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  has  charged 
that  he  and  his  son  were  nearly  murdered  by 
“approximately  2000  homosexuals  from 
Queer  Nation  and  Fighting  Fairies  (a  Queer 
Nation  affinity  group)”  on  a  recent  trip  to 
Los  Angeles. 

According  to  the  San  Francisco  Sentinel, 
Falwell  has  issued  a  recent  fund-raising  let¬ 
ter,  recounting  the  alleged  attack  by  “a  vio¬ 
lent  group”  of  gay  and  lesbian  activists  in  the 
lobby  of  his  hotel. 

“It  is  truly  a  miracle  that  I  am  alive 
today,”  Falwell  said  in  the  letter.  “I  sincerely 
believe  that  certain  persons  fully  intended  to 
take  my  life."  He  went  on  to  say  that  the  let¬ 
ter  demonstrated  “that  our  nation  has 
become  a  modern-day  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah”  and  requested  donations  of  $25- 
35. 

“He’s  using  hate  tactics  when  he  says  we 
threatened  to  kill  him,”  said  Queer  Nation 
member  Rob  Roberts.  “We  want  to  kill  his 
rhetoric,  not  him.  He’s  been  bashing  us,  and 
we  intend  to  bash  back,  but  we’re  going  to 
do  it  by  non-violent  means.” 

Refuting  Roberts’  charges,  Falwell  termed 
his  fund-raising  letter  “just  a  statement  of 
thanksgiving  to  God  that  they  did  no  harm  to 
me  or  my  son.”  He  reported  that  demonstra¬ 
tors,  shouting  “We  want  Falwell,”  crashed 
through  the  front  door  of  the  hotel  and  were 
within  10  feet  of  him. 

Falwell’s  story  of  being  attacked  by 
demonstrators  conflicts  with  that  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Police  Department.  “There  was  a 
very  large  gay  demonstration  and  a  number 
did  charge  into  the  hotel,”  said  Sgt.  Frank 
Guarino  of  the  Hollywood  Precinct.  “But 
before  they  could  come  in,  we  got  him 
(Falwell)  out  of  there." 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 
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AIDS  quilt  visits 
USSR 

MOSCOW — In  the  midst  of  the  worst 
food  shortages  in  decades,  thousands  of 
Muscovites  took  time  to  view  sections  of  the 
Names  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt,  dis¬ 
played  for  the  first  time  in  the  Soviet  Union 
from  Oct.  25  to  Nov.  1. 

Names  Project  Communications  Director 
Andy  lives,  who  traveled  with  the  quilt, 
called  the  response  by  Soviet  citizens  “abso¬ 
lutely  tremendous.” 

Organizers,  including  members  of  the 
Moscow-based  Ogonyok  Anti-AIDS  Charity 
Fund,  believe  that  the  quilt’s  presence  had  a 
positive  impact  in  provoking  Soviet  thought 
and  discussion  about  HTV  disease  and  trans¬ 
mission.  According  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter,  free  condoms  and  information  on 
AIDS  were  distributed  at  the  display  site. 

Only  a  few  years  ago,  the  Soviet  govern¬ 
ment  did  not  officially  recognize  AIDS. 
Many  Soviets  have  not  experienced  knowing 
the  personal  stories  of  peole  who  have  died 
of  AIDS. 

“I  knew  every  single  person  who  visits  the 
display  would  get  many  ideas  to  think  over,” 
said  Ogonyok’s  Helena  Markova,  a  chief 
organizer  of  the  Soviet  exhibit 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

U  Kansas  adminis¬ 
trator  called  on 
hompohobia 

LAWRENCE,  Kans. — Following  allega¬ 
tions  that  he  made  derogatory  comments 
about  a  Mexican- American  woman  and  gay 
men  and  lesbians,  the  affirmative  action 
director  of  the  University  of  Kansas 
resigned,  Nov.  6. 

James  Turner  had  been  on  paid  leave  from 
his  position  at  the  university  since  Oct.  28, 
pending  an  investigation  of  the  remarks  he 
reportedly  made  to  the  student  newspaper, 
the  Daily  Kansan.  Reporters  said  Turner  had 
used  the  terms  “fat  Indian  chick,"  referring 
to  a  Mexican-American  woman,  and  “fag¬ 
got”  during  an  Oct.  23  interview.  Turner 
maintained  that  his  comments  were  taken  out 
of  context. 

“I  realize  that  published  comments 
attributed  to  me  have  made  it  impossible  for 
me  to  effectively  serve  the  cause  of  affirma¬ 
tive  action  at  the  University  of  Kansas,” 
Turner  wrote.  “I  regret  any  embarrassment 
that  comments  attributed  to  me  have  caused 
the  university  or  the  office  I  have  served.” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Last  lesbian  bar  in 
Frisco  closes 

SAN  FRANCISCO — The  city’s  last  per- 
dominantly  lesbian  bar,  the  reknowned 
Amelia’s,  closed  its  doors  Nov.  16,  after  13 
years  of  service,  celebration  and  good  times. 

Thousands  of  lesbians  from  around  the 
country  and  around  the  world  had  visited 
Amelia’s  since  its  opening  in  1973.  Yet  in 
recent  years,  owners  claim  that  fewer  and 
fewer  women  are  going  to  neighborhood 
bars.  Two  years  ago,  the  country’s  oldest  les¬ 
bian  bar,  23-year  old  Maud’s  in  Cole  Valley 
closed  its  doors. 

Rikki  Streicher,  owner  of  Amelia’s,  told 
the  Bay  Area  Reporter  that  a  growing  num¬ 
ber  of  facilities  that  can  be  rented  one-night- 
a-week  for  “alternative”  dancing,  proved 
tough  competition.  She  explained  that  such 
places  had  become  fashionable  and  offered 
quick  money,  little  investment  and  no 
responsibility  for  those  who  backed  them. 

Streicher  said  that  she  had  opened 
Amelia’s  as  “a  place  for  women  to  dance.” 
In  its  heyday,  lines  of  lesbians  stretched 
around  the  block  to  enter  San  Francisco’s 
largest  lesbian  bar. 

“It  was  the  only  show  in  town,"  recalled 
Streicher.  “It  was  a  wonderful,  wonderful 
position  to  be  in.  A  lot  of  people  said  I  was 
nuts  because  I  [owned]  Maud’s  and  I  was 
competing  against  myself,”  she  added.  “But 
this  place  was  always  different  from  Maud’s, 
this  was  always  a  party  bar.” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 
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Kerrey  cracks  Joke 
about  lesbian  sex 


Democratic  presidential  candidate  alienates  many  with 
inappropriate  humor 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

MANCHESTER,  N.H. —  Presidential 
hopeful  Sen.  Bob  Kerrey  (D-Neb.)  alienated 
gay/lesbian  and  feminist  voters  when  he  told 
a  joke  with  lesbian-phobic  and  sexist  over¬ 
tones  at  a  political  fundraiser,  Nov.  15.  Gay 
and  lesbian  political  activists  demanded  an 
apology  and  expressed  concerns  about  his 
candidacy.  Members  of  several  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  activist  groups  responded  to  news  of 
Kerrey's  joke  by  picketing  his  appearances  in 
California  and  at  the  site  of  the  “Kerrey  for 
President”  campaign  headquarters  in 
Washington  D.C. 

Kerrey  was  apparently  unaware  that  he 
was  being  videotaped  by  roving  C-SPAN 
cameras  when  he  told  the  joke  to  Arkansas 
Gov.  Bill  Clinton  at  a  cocktail  reception  for 
Rep.  Dick  Swett  (D-N.H.) 

The  primary  butt  of  the  joke  Kerry 
swapped  with  Clinton  was  former  California 
Governor  Jerry  Brown,  another  contender  for 
the  Democratic  presidential  nomination.  The 
joke  allegedly  goes  something  like  this:  A 
man  [Brown]  enters  a  bar  and  makes  sexual 
advance  towards  a  woman;  after  trying 
unsuccessfully,  the  man  asks  the  woman  why 
she  will  not  respond  to  his  advances;  she 
explains  that  she  is  a  lesbian  and  points  to 
another  woman  in  the  bar,  graphically 
explaining  the  kind  of  sexual  acts  she  would 
like  to  perform  with  the  other  woman;  the 
punchline  has  the  man  concluding,  “I  guess 
I’d  like  to  do  the  same  thing.  I  guess  I’m  a 
lesbian  too.” 

On  Nov.  19,  Kerry  issued  a  statement  of 
explanation  and  apology  concerning  the  inci¬ 
dent.  “During  a  private  conversation  at  a 
roast  last  weekend,  there  were  a  lot  of  inap¬ 
propriate  jokes  being  told  and  repeated,”  said 
Kerrey  in  his  statement.  “I  made  a  mistake 
in  repeating  one  I  shouldn’t  have.  If  it 
offended  anyone,  I  apologize,”  he  added. 

‘...I’m  a  lesbian  too’ 

C-SPAN  has  said  it  will  not  release  the 
taped  footage  of  Kerrey  telling  the  joke,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  privacy  of  Kerrey  and 
Clinton’s  conversation.  Kerrey,  other 


Democratic  candidates  and  their  staff  mem¬ 
bers  had  spent  the  day  devising  jokes  for  the 
evening’s  roast,  many  of  which  were  cons- 
dered  too  obscene  to  tell  publicly,  but  which 
were  shared  among  guests.  Attendants 
reported  that  even  many  of  the  jokes  told 
publicly  carried  sexual  innuendo. 

Despite  Kerrey’s  public  apology,  gay  and 
lesbian  organizations  voiced  dismay  at  the 
graphic  sexist  and  anti-lesbian  nature  of  the 
Democratic  presidential  candidate’s  joke. 
Kerrey’s  past  congressional  record  has 
demonstrated  support  for  gay  and  lesbian 
civil  rights  efforts,  earning  him  a  92  percent 
approval  rating  from  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF)  last  year. 

“Imagine  if  instead  of  lesbians  the  subject 
of  the  joke  had  been  African-Americans, 
Jewish  people  or  another  minority,”  said 
Susan  Allee,  co-chair  of  the  NGLTF  board  of 
directors.  “The  public  outcry  would  justifi¬ 
ably  be  swift  and  aggressive.  We  can  only 
hope  we  will  see  a  strong  public  denuncia¬ 
tion  of  sexist  and  anti-lesbian  humor.” 

Some  Democrats  have  speculated 
that — given  increased  public  sensitivity 
about  sexual  and  verbal  harassment  of 
women  following  Anita  Hill’s  allegations 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  19,  No.  15) —  Kerrey’s  joke¬ 
telling  episode  is  likely  to  generate  resent¬ 
ment  from  many  voters,  especially  women, 
not  only  lesbians.  According  to  the  Boston 
Globe,  several  prominent  Democratic  women 
have  observed  that  Kerrey’s  joke  is  just  one 
indicator  of  the  "locker-room  climate”  that 
prevails  in  male-dominated  U.S.  politics. 

While  feminist  and  gay/lesbian  activists 
find  Kerrey’s  joke  especially  disturbing, 
because  it  comes  from  a  candidate  who  has 
publicly  pledged  to  combat  sexism  and 
homophobia,  the  mainstream  press  has  point¬ 
ed  out  that  telling  off-the-record  sexually- 
explicit  jokes —  which  are  often  at  the 
expense  of  women  and/or  gay  people — is  a 
common  practice  in  poilitical  circles. 
Former  President  Reagan  and  President  Bush 
have  been  known  to  tell  such  jokes  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  press.  — filed  from  Boston 


Condoms  in  the 


schools 


While  Boston  city  officials  debate  the  issue,  Philadelphia,  New 
York  City  and  Cambridge,  Mass.,  are  the  only  cities  in  the 
country  to  allow  condom  distribution 


By  Lisa  Blllowitz 

BOSTON — AIDS  activists  and  health  edu¬ 
cators  were  outraged  last  week  when  Boston 
Mayor  Ray  Flynn  suggested  that  making 
condoms  available  in  schools  could  promote, 
not  reduce,  the  spread  of  the  HIV  virus. 

Although  many  school  districts  are 
emmeshed  in  debate  on  the  topic,  as  Boston 
is,  AIDS  education  programs  that  involve 
making  condoms  available  in  schools  have 
been  implemented  in  only  a  few  cities 
nationwide,  including  Philadelphia,  which 
was  approved  in  June  after  two  years  of 
intense  debate,  and  Cambridge  Mass.,  initiat¬ 
ed  in  the  spring  of  1991.  New  York  City 
Schools  Chancellor  Joseph  Fernandez’s  com¬ 
prehensive  AIDS  education  plan  was  passed 
in  February  of  1991,  but  legal  battles  with 
religious  and  other  organizations  that  oppose 
condom  availability  have  delayed  the  imple¬ 
mentation  of  New  York’s  program  until  next 
month. 

The  Boston  mayor’s  statement  followed 
close  after  basketball  star  Earvin  “Magic” 
Johnson’s  announcement  of  his  HTV+  status 
and  advocation  of  increased  AIDS  education 
for  teenagers.  “Flynn’s  line  of  reasoning  is  so 
clearly  flawed,  especially  after  Magic 
Johnson’s  disclosure,”  said  Lynn  Schoeff, 
program  director  of  the  Teen  Health  Cotter 
at  Cambridge  Rindge  and  Latin  High  School. 

When  asked  if  Johnson’s  position  on  AIDS 
education  supported  the  call  for  condoms  to 
be  made  available  in  Boston  schools,  Flynn 
stated,  “I  personally  don’t  see  how  that  is 
going  to  stop  the  spread  of  AIDS....  Are  we 
encouraging  sex  and  therefore  allowing  fur¬ 
ther  spread  of  the  AIDS  virus?”  the  Boston 
Globe  reported 

Flynn  was  immediately  attacked  by  con¬ 
dom  availability  advocates  ranging  from  city 
councillors  to  Queer  Nation  activists,  decry¬ 
ing  the  statement  as  dangerous  misinforma¬ 
tion  about  a  topic  of  life  and  death.  Larry 
Kessler,  executive  director  of  the 
Massachusetts  AIDS  ACTION  Committee, 
said  in  a  statement  released  on  November  1 1 , 
“The  best  education  in  the  world  will  be 
meaningless  to  these  adolescents  if  they  are 
not  able  to  learn  the  necessary  skills  to  pro¬ 


tect  their  own  lives.” 

Whether  Boston  schools  will  adopt  a  con¬ 
dom  availability  program  as  an  element  of 
health  education  will  be  decided  by  the  new 
school  committee;  recently,  the  selection  pro¬ 
cess  for  these  positions  was  changed  from 
election  to  mayoral  appointment.  Kessler 
called  upon  support  the  availability  of  con¬ 
doms  in  schools.  “The  mayor  has  the  power 
and  responsibility  to  prevent  some  of  the 
[HIV]  infections,”  Kessler  said. 

The  need  for  increased  AIDS  education 
and  prevention  measures  for  teenagers  is 
obvious,  activists  say.  A  1990  National 
Institutes  of  Health  (NIH)  study  of 
Massachusetts  teens  showed  that  nearly  half 
of  all  high  school  students  are  sexually 
active,  while  only  22  percent  used  a  condom 
in  their  most  recent  sexual  encounter. 
Furthermore,  20  percent  of  PWAs  in  the  state 
are  in  their  twenties,  a  percentage  that  is  on 
the  rise.  This  figure  suggests  that  many  con¬ 
tracted  the  virus  while  still  in  their  teens, 
according  to  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Public  Health. 

Less  than  three  months  ago,  the 
Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Education 
voted  to  approve  updated  AIDS/HIV  medical 
policy  and  curriculum  guidelines  for  all 
schools  in  the  state,  including  a  recommen¬ 
dation  that  secondary  schools  consider  mak¬ 
ing  condoms  available.  Since  that  time, 
numerous  communities  have  held  public 
forums  and  discussions  on  this  topic,  but 
only  Falmouth  and  Martha’s  Vineyard  have 
approved  programs  that  would  allow  students 
to  obtain  condoms  in  schools. 

Do  condoms  increase  sex? 

In  suggesting  that  allowing  students  access 
to  condoms  increases  sexual  activity,  Flynn 
touched  on  a  critical  point  of  controversy  that 
has  beleaguered  health  educators  and 
activists  who  advocate  AIDS  education  pro¬ 
grams  that  include  making  condoms  avail¬ 
able  to  high  school  and  middle  school  stu¬ 
dents. 

Opponents  of  such  programs  charge  that 
providing  students  with  condoms  upon 
Continued  on  page  11 


Street  activists  and 
lobbyists  Join  forces  for 
youth  protections 

By  Lisa  Blllowitz  and  Liz  Galst 

BOSTON — At  a  November  14th  State  House  speak-out  in  support  of  a 
bill  that  would  create  a  volunteer  advisory  board  within  the  Massachusetts 
Office  of  Human  Services  to  confront  the  issue  of  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
suicide,  Concord  Academy  student  Lee  Fernside  told  the  crowd  of 
approximately  150,  “This  bill  needs  to  be  passed  because  I  held  a  razor 
to  my  wrists.” 

The  bill,  H.3238,  has  been  stuck  in  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  of 
the  state’s  House  of  Representatives  since  it  received  a  unanimously 
favorable  report  from  the  Human  Services  and  Elderly  Affairs  Committee 
in  April.  Proponents  are  worried  that  the  bill,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the 
nation,  will  die  in  committee,  despite  the  support  it  has  received  from  the 
Weld  administration. 

Activists  demonstrated  on  several  fronts  in  support  of  the  bill.  While 
young  gay  and  lesbian  speakers,  organized  by  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  discussed  the  need  for  measures  addressing  teen 
suicide,  Queer  Nation  demonstrators  chanted  and  distributed  literature 
outside.  Later,  members  of  the  Coalition  and  Queer  Nation  joined  forces 
to  protest  at  Ways  and  Means  Committee  Chair  Thomas  Finneran’s  office 
over  his  perceived  delaying  of  the  bill. 

The  speak-out  inside  the  State  House  gathered  an  audience  of  approxi¬ 
mately  100,  some  of  whom  lobbied  individual  representatives  afterwards. 
While  this  event  was  typical  of  rallies  in  support  of  legislation,  the  angry 
and  dramatic  expressions  outside  the  State  House  and  at  the  state  repre¬ 
sentative’s  office  added  an  unusual  dimesion  to  the  public  support  for  the 
bill. 

Activists  “die”  at  the  State  House 

Brandishing  cardboard  nooses,  razors  and  guns,  dozens  of  activists 
from  ACT-UP,  Queer  Nation  and  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
(BAGLY)  demonstrated  outside  the  State  House  in  an  attempt  to  drama¬ 
tize  the  suicide  epidemic  among  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual  teenagers. 

The  protest  was  organized  by  Save  Our  Children,  a  working  group  of 
Queer  Nation. 

Concerned  that  the  speak -out  inside  the  State  House,  organized  by 
the  Coalition,  would  not  garner  enough  media  attention  alone,  the 
activists  chose  to  simulate  suicide.  Robbie  Phillips,  of  Save  Our  Children, 
said,  “We  tried  to  think  of  a  way  to  draw  attention  to  this  thing  that  people 
are  trying  to  ignore.  The  best  thing  we  could  do  is  be  gruesome:  it’s  the 
only  way  to  wake  people  up.” 

On  signs  and  flyers,  the  organizers  attempted  to  raise  public  awareness 
about  the  prevalence  of  suicide  among  queer  youth  through  the  use  of 
statistics  and  statements  such  as,  “If  you  hate  queers,  you  hate  one  in  ten 
children  too,”  “Queer  Youth:  Hunted  to  Extinction,”  and  “Gay  teens  are  3 
times  more  likely  to  kill  themselves.” 

Approximately  25  demonstrators  covered  their  wrists  with  fake  blood, 
entered  the  building  and  conducted  a  silent  die-in  near  the  speak-out. 
While  speakers  discussed  the  alienation  and  abuse  they  had  experienced 
as  gay  and  lesbian  youth,  the  group  collapsed  in  a  nearby  stairwell  and 
remained  “dead”  for  several  minutes. 

Phillips  described  the  demonstration  as  a  cooperative  venture  between 
Queer  Nation  and  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  an  orga¬ 
nizing  force  behind  the  speak-out.  While  there  was  some  initial  concern 
that  the  die-in  would  detract  attention  away  from  the  speakers,  leaders  of 
both  groups  were  pleased  with  the  outcome.  David  LaFontaine  of  the 
Coalition  said,  “The  overall  effect  was  powerful.  The  fact  that  people  are 
willing  to  make  a  physical  statement  impresses  the  media.” 

After  the  speak-out  and  rally,  a  group  of  1 00  angry  protesters  con¬ 
verged  on  the  office  on  the  Committee’s  chairman  Rep.  Thomas 
Finneran,  but  were  prevented  from  entering  by  State  House  police. 

“There’s  no  reason  why  a  bill  to  prevent  lesbian  and  gay  youth  suicide, 
which  has  no  funding  attached  to  it,  should  be  stuck  in  committee  when 
the  Ways  and  Means  committee  has  been  voting  on  bills  about  gif  cours¬ 
es!”  LaFontaine  of  the  Coalition  screamed  at  Finneran  aide  John 
Reardon,  who  had  come  into  the  hall  to  address  the  protestors. 

According  to  a  1989  report  by  the  U.S.  Dept,  of  Health  and  Human 
Services,  lesbian  and  gay  young  people  account  for  approximately  30 
percent  of  all  youth  suicide  nationwide.  Over  chants  of  “2,  4,  6,  8,  Gay 
Youth  Suicide  Bill  will  not  wait!”  Reardon  told  the  crowd  “I’m  not  going  to 
be  bullied  by  people  coming  here  saying  I’m  ignorant." 

Finneran  and  two  other  representatives  agreed  to  meet  with  several  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  young  people  to  discuss  the  bill.  LaFontaine,  who  has  been 
spearheading  lobbying  efforts  for  the  bill,  says  “I’m  hoping  the  meeting 
with  Finneran  will  really  turn  the  tide.  If  not,  we’re  going  to  have  to  start  all 
over  again  next  year.”  □ 

Brooklyn  students  and  ACT 
UP  zap  borough  president 
over  condoms 

BROOKLYN — Twelve  AIDS  activists,  seven  of  whom  are  New  York 
City  high  school  students,  were  arrested  Nov.  18  when  they  entered  the 
Brooklyn  borough  president’s  office  and  demanded  that  he  push  for 
implementation  of  a  condom  distribution  and  AIDS  education  plan. 

The  plan  was  approved  by  the  New  York  City  Board  of  Education  in 
February,  but  implementation  scheduled  for  the  beginning  of  this  school 
year  had  been  blocked  by  Board  member  Irene  Impellizeri,  who  was 
appointed  by  Brooklyn  Borough  President  Howard  Goldin. 

Protestors  claim  that  Goldin  has  failed  to  take  a  stand  on  saving  the 
lives  of  Brooklyn  students  by  not  pressing  for  the  implementation  of  the 
Board’s  plan. 

“Students  and  activists  are  concerned  that  the  AIDS  epidemic  that 
has  devastated  gays  and  injection  drug  users  will  devastate  the  youth 
of  cities  in  cinother  wave  of  HIV  infection,”  wrote  a  member  of  Youth 
Education  Life  Line  (YELL),  an  affinity  group  of  ACT  UP,  in  a  press 
release  on  the  action. 

Protestors  stuffed  files  in  Goldin’s  office  and  ran  through  Borough  Hall 
screaming  “AIDS  education  on  demand,  Harry  Goldin  take  a  stand”  and 
“Students  in  a  crisis  state,  come  on  Goldin,  AIDS  won’t  wait.”  Goldin’s 
office  had  not  returned  GCN's  calls  at  press  time. — Jacob  Smith  Yang 
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GCN  JOBS 

Business  Manager 

Available  immediately.  Responsible  for  financial 
management  using  computerized  accounting  sys¬ 
tem.  for  accounts  payable  and  receivable,  staff  pay¬ 
roll  and  generating  regular  financial  reports.  Pe'form 
general  office  management  tasks.  Develop  and 
maintain  bookstore  sales  and  bookstore  accounts. 
Negotiate  and  maintain  longterm  exchange  adver¬ 
tisement  contracts.  Act  as  one  of  wo  staff  liaisons  to 
the  Board  of  Directors.  This  position  will  work  closely 
with  the  development  cocre  nator  on  long-range 
financial  planning  and  developing  annual  budgets. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative  and  financial 
skills  and  exper  ence.  Experience  with  non-profit  man¬ 
agement  or  bookkeeping  oreferred.  Strong  interper¬ 
sonal  and  group  meet  ng  skills. 

National  Reporter/ 

Circulation  Co-coordinator 

Available  in  December.  Research,  investigate  and 
ewnte  news  stories  with  a  national  scope.  May  include 
some  analytical  feature  writing  as  well.  Share 
responsibilities  with  otner  staff  writer  for  coordinating 
weekly  mailing  of  paper  a^d  processing  subscrip¬ 
tions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and  ability  to 
write  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline  pressure. 
Knowledge  of  national  local  lesbian  and  gay  commu¬ 
nity  and  issues  helpful.  Strong  organizational  and 
record-keeping  skills  as  well  as  knowledge  of  data 
entry  and/or  computers  also  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  Dec.  8. 1991 

GCN  Positions  All  GCN  positions  require  commit¬ 
ments  to  lesbian  gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism.  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  collective 
decision-making. 

Salary.  Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $230  week  and 
include  health  life  insurance  through  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan,  dental  allowance,  sick 
leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexi¬ 
bility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 


Lesbians  assaulted 
by  cab  drivers 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  writing  to  alert  the  lesbian  commu¬ 
nity  to  a  disturbing  trend  of  sexual  violence 
directed  at  us.  Although  this  is  not  a  new 
problem,  there  have  been  recent  incidents 
which  are  prompting  us  to  write. 

Specifically,  we  have  heard  from  several 
lesbians  who  have  been  raped/assaulted  by 
cab  drivers  after  leaving  lesbian/feminist 
establishments  or  events.  In  all  of  these  inci¬ 
dents,  the  cabs  were  privately  owned  and  had 
been  waiting  outside  or  nearby.  We  would 
advise  women  who  must  take  a  cab  to  phone  a 
major  cab  company  and  make  sure,  when  the 
cab  arrives,  that  they  are  responding  to  your 
call.  Although  there  is  no  way  to  insure  safety 
by  calling  a  cab  company,  cab  drivers  for 
companies  are  more  accountable. 

To  our  knowledge  this  does  not  happen  fre¬ 
quently.  Even  so,  we  believe  that  it  is  critical 
for  lesbians  to  have  this  information.  We  want 
to  affirm  lesbian  visibility  and  community, 
and  we  share  your  outrage  at  this  attack  on 
our  lives. 

If  you  need  more  information  or  support,  or 
want  to  become  involved  in  our  work,  please 
call  the  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  at 
492-RAPE. 

In  sisterhood, 
Sharon  M.  Vardatira,  Executive  Director 
Gina  Scaramella,  Volunteer 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Fighting  for  the 
rights  off  transsexu¬ 
als 

Dear  GCN: 

In  the  midst  of  trial  preparations  of  a  trans¬ 
sexual  (TS)  prisoner  rape  case,  I  have  been 
following  the  debate  in  GCN  about  Nancy,  a 
male-to-female  TS  who  was  evicted  from  the 
Michigan  Womyn’s  Music  Festival  solely 
upon  the  belief  she  was  less  a  woman  then 
“wimmin-born-wimmin.”  After  reading 
Nancy’s  letter  in  GCN  10/27-11/2,  I  had  to 
take  a  minute  out  from  my  legal  writing  to 
respond. 

Anyone  who  describes  a  male-to-female  TS 
as  a  man  masquerading  around  as  a  woman 
has  missed  the  entire  concept  of  TS-ism.  As 
stated  by  one  expert,  “the  male-to-female  TS 
is  not  trying  to  become  a  member  of  the  oppo¬ 
site  sex....they  already  are  at  the  brain 
level....it  just  happens  to  be  that  because  of  a 
fluke  of  nature  in  the  development  process  the 
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genitals,  the  reproductive  system  is  created 
first  and  completed  before  the  brain  differen¬ 
tiates.”  TS’s  are  prisoners  of  nature  confined 
in  their  own  bodies.  Thanks  to  surgery  and 
estrogen  we  are  able  to  find  an  answer  to  our 
uninvited  dilemna  and  gain  a  sense  of  being 
a  human  (whole)  being. 

If  the  festival  believes  that  the  TS  who  has 
always  mentally  been  a  woman  and  under¬ 
goes  sex  reassignment  surgery  (SRS)  does 
not  qualify  to  enjoy  their  “safe,  womyn  only 
space,”  then  I  guess  they  will  also  conclude 
she  is  not  qualified  for  any  other  amenities 
ordinarily  delegated  to  females.  Certainly, 
being  bom  a  woman  isn’t  decisive  of  wom¬ 
anhood.  Nor,  does  being  bom  a  male  make  a 
man.  I  assume  when  a  “safe,  men  only 
space"  is  created  they’ll  exclude  female-to- 
male  TS ’s  and  butch  lesbians?  I  wonder  what 
they  will  do  with  the  drag  queens, 
transvestites  and  effeminate  homosexuals? 
Would  they  qualify?  When  discrimination  is 
implemented  against  one  group  of  minorities 
it  only  serves  as  a  precedent  against  others. 

However,  I  was  mostly  moved  by  Nancy’s 
statement  that  “their  assault  on  my  woman¬ 
hood  has  nudged  me  out  of  the  closet  and 
now  I  feel  compelled  to  take  a  more  public 
and  active  role  in  confronting  genderpho- 
bia.”  For  the  past  six  years  I  have  been  fight¬ 
ing  and  I  mean  sometimes  downright  “street 
fighting”  for  the  rights  of  TSs.  Though,  my 
work  mostly  involves  TS  prisoners  I  can 
emphatically  state  “the  gender  community 
fails  to  work  together  for  their  common 
good.”  I  have  found  a  great  disparity  in  the 
community  and  little  support  of  my  work, 
etc. 

TSs  have  been  literally  thrown-out  of  jobs, 
housing,  schools,  etc.  even  before  Christine 
Jorgensen  went  through  SRS.  Sadly,  where 
we  are  in  1991  still  facing  the  same  discrimi¬ 
nation  because  too  many  of  us  are  not  will¬ 
ing  to  educate  society  at  large  about  the  seri¬ 
ous  complexities  surrounding  TS-ism. 

Everyday  there  is  some  poor  TS  who  can 
no  longer  take  being  “trapped  in  the  wrong 
body”  coupled  with  the  bigot  attitudes, 
harassment  and  discrimination  inflicted  upon 
them  by  society,  and  believe  the  only  way  to 
find  any  peace  is  to  proceed  on  to  the  “the 
hereafter”  where  hopefully  they  or  anyone 
else  will  know  the  difference  between  a 
woman-bom-a-woman  or  created  (by  nature 
mentally  and  by  man  physically)  to  be  a 
woman,  and  if  they  do,  it  won’t  make  any 
difference.  Apparently,  this  humane  treat¬ 
ment  is  beyond  the  festival’s  and  to  many 
others’  grasp. 

If  it  has  taken  a  mere  “covert  policy”  of  a 
womyn’s  music  festival  to  make  any  TS  real¬ 
ize  the  gravity  of  our  plight  then  I  must  ask 
myself,  where  are  we?  Where  have  you 
been?  In  this  respect,  at  least  it  was  a  lesson 
well  learned. 

Dee  Farmer  232388-037 
P.O.Box  4000 
Springfield,  MO  65808 

P.S.  Any  prisoner  wishing  to  respond  to 
my  request  in  GCN  10/6-12  concerning  pos¬ 
sible  witnesses  of  misclassification  of  trans¬ 
sexuals,  etc.  you  may  write  to: 

Sr.  Mary  Elizabeth,  SSE 
J2CP  Information  Services 
P.O.  Box  184 
San  Juan  Capistrano,  CA  92693-0184 

Speaking  the  embar¬ 
rassing  truth 

Dear  GCN: 

In  their  letter  exchange  regarding  the 
National  Writers  Union  (NWU),  Wickie 
Stamps  and  Steve  Kyle  both  make  valid 
points.  I’ve  been  a  Union  member  since 
1988,  a  Boston  Local  Steering  Committee 
member  for  the  past  year,  and  a  national 
Delegate  since  last  spring.  I  helped  found  the 
Gay/Lesbian  Caucus,  and  have  been  active 
on  First  Amendment  and  other  political 
issues.  I’ve  lobbied  for  the  Union  on  the 
state  and  federal  level.  I’m  not  one  of  those 
whom  Steve  dismisses  for  not  “getting  off 
their  asses.” 

Like  most  organizations  that  are  predomi¬ 
nantly  white,  heterosexual,  and  “liberal,”  the 
NWU  prides  itself  on  being  tolerant  of 
minorities  while  being  quite  intolerant  of 
minority  anger.  That  is  why  so  many  who 
attended  our  April  conference  liked  Edmund 
White  (a  pleasant  “inclusive”  gay  man)  and 
disliked  Toni  Cade  Bambara  (an  angry 
“exclusive”  Black  woman). 

When  I  was  at  our  June  Delegates 
Assembly,  I  was  one  of  three  gay/lesbian 
delegates  nationwide.  Because  of  my  age, 
background,  personality,  etc.,  I  (like  Edmund 
White)  come  across  as  an  “inclusive”  gay 
man.  A  fellow  delegate  (also  from  the 
Boston  Local)  introduced  himself  to  the 
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Assemble  as  “a  militant  homosexual,"  wore 
QN  T-shirts,  and  brought  to  the  Assembly 
floor  his  concern  that  the  UAW  (with  whom 
the  NWU  is  about  to  affiliate)  doesn’t 
include  sexual  orientation  in  its  non-discrim¬ 
ination  clause.  Needless  to  say,  he  and  I  were 
treated  quite  differently  by  the  rest  of  the 
Delegates.  Several  (including  a  high-ranking 
national  officer)  took  me  aside  and  made  dis¬ 
paraging  remarks  about  the  other  Delegate’s 
“anger.”  I  regret  that  I  wasn’t  honest  enough 
to  tell  them  that  I  was  just  as  angry. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  love  the  NWU 
deeply.  And  Steve  is  right — they  have  given 
the  Gay /Lesbian  Caucus  both  money  and 
sincere  moral  support.  The  Local  is  excited 
and  enthusiastic  that  OutWrite  will  be  in 
Boston  this  March.  I  wouldn’t  continue  to 
serve  on  the  Steering  Committee,  or  as  a 
Delegate,  if  I  didn’t  believe  that  the  vast 
majority  of  our  members  are  caring,  unbigot- 
ed  and  educable  people,  whatever  their  sexu¬ 
al  orientation. 

We  in  the  NWU  are  human  and  we  all 
have  our  faults  and  blind  spots.  I’m  remind¬ 
ed  of  a  story  a  Quaker  friend  told  me  years 
ago.  Probably  no  group  has  labored  so  long, 
so  tirelessly,  and  so  consistently  for  racial 
equality  as  have  the  Friends.  Soon  after  the 
Civil  War,  one  Meeting  encouraged  Black 
people  to  come  join  them  in  worship.  They 
did  so  by  setting  aside  a  special  bench  in  the 
back  of  the  meeting  house  just  for  them. 

We  can  help  the  NWU — or  any  other 
group — grow  in  tolerance  only  if  we  speak 
up  when  faced  with  intolerance.  With  the 
exception  of  Steve,  I  know  of  no  one  within 
the  Union  who  was  particularly  upset  by 
Wickie ’s  letter — which  was  printed  in  both 
our  national  and  local  newsletters.  We  can 
take  criticism  and  benefit  from  it.  We  must 
never  resort  to  ad  hominen  attacks  against 
anyone  who  happens  to  speak  an  embarrass¬ 
ing  truth. 

Bob  Chatelle 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

International 
Women’s  Day  1991 

Dear  GCN: 

1992  is  fast  approaching  and  with  it  all  the 
patriotic  fervor  surrounding  the  500th 
anniversary  of  the  European  invasion  of  the 
Americas.  George  Bush  and  friends  will 
undoubtedly  compare  the  “discovery  of  the 
New  World”  with  the  New  World  Order. 

As  women  we  understand  that  relationship 
only  too  well. 

For  the  culture  and  world  that  Columbus 
brought  to  the  Americas  was  one  based  on 
military  might,  racism,  sexism,  colonialism 
and  heterosexism.  A  world  based  on  plunder, 
rape,  theft  and  death. 

Well,  there’s  not  much  difference  between 
that  “old  world  order”  and  the  new  one. 

That’s  why  we  want  to  respond  to  the  call 
from  indigenous  peoples  throughout  the 
Americans  for  counter  quincentennial  mobi¬ 
lizations. 

We  are  calling  on  women  to  commemo¬ 
rate  International  Women’s  Day  (IWD), 
March  8,  1992  with  the  theme:  500  Years  of 
Resistance.. .Through  Women’s  Eyes.  In 
doing  so,  we  will  be  joining  women  through¬ 
out  the  U.S.  and  the  world  as  they  celebrate 
International  Women’s  Day,  as  well  as 
speaking  of  the  particularities  of  women’s 
lives  in  this  hemisphere. 

On  Intranational  Women’s  Day  we  want  to 
raise  our  voices  about  women’s  experiences 
during  these  past  500  years  of  colonialism 
and  patriarchy.  What  was  happening  to 
indigenous  women  in  1492?  to  Black  women 
in  1592?  to  women  healers  and  midwives  in 
1692?  to  Mexican  women  in  1792  and  to 
Japanese,  Chinese  and  Filipina  women  in 
1892?  How  are  our  realities  similar  and 
diverse  given  the  many  communities  that  we 
come  from?  What  are  all  women’s  condi¬ 
tions  and  demands  now  in  1992? 

In  the  U.S.  today,  control  of  our  bodies 
continues  to  be  violated — from  the  loss  of 
abortion  rights  to  the  virtual  inaccessibility 
of  health  care,  to  genetic  engineering.  A 
staggering  percentage  of  Native  American, 
Puerto  Rican  and  Black  women  continue  to 
be  sterilized.  The  fastest  growing  population 
getting  AIDS  is  Black  women.  It’s  a  land 
where  violence  against  women  and  lesbians 
in  endemic,  where  women  are  still  paid  less 
for  our  work  and  are  still  under  and  unem¬ 
ployed.  More  women  and  children  will  be 
homeless  on  the  street  with  no  options  and 
nowhere  to  go.  Women  are  locked  away  in 
overflowing  mental  institutions  and  prisons 
and  it’s  by  no  surprise  they  are  primarily 
women  of  color  who  are  being  “controlled” 
in  this  way.  Women  political  prisoners  are 
incarcerated  for  their  activist  work  against 
this  system. 

We  want  to  make  sure  that  women’s  voic- 
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es  and  issues  are  heard  in  the  year  1992.  This 
IWD  let’s  celebrate  500  years  of  women’s 
resistance!  Let’s  keep  in  touch  and  share  our 
ideas.  Let’s  demonstrate,  hold  forums,  have 
house  meetings,  read  poetry,  participate  in 
rituals  and  celebrate  women  loving  other 
women.  Let’s  raise  our  voices  with  women 
from  Canada  to  Chile,  from  Europe  to  the 
Philippines,  from  South  Africa  to  Palestine! 

Let  us  know  if  you  a  planning  an 
International  Women’s  Day  1992  event  in 
your  community,  if  you  like  the  idea  of 
including  "500  Years  of  Women’s 
Resistance’’  in  your  plans,  or  if  you'd  like  to 
stay  in  touch  to  find  out  what  other  women 
are  planning  nationally  and  internationally 
for  IWD  '92.  Please  send  us  your  ideas  and 
resources  (artwork,  poetry,  writing, 
film/video,  mailing  lists,  etc.)  to  share  with 
other  women.  Be  sure  to  include  your 
address  and  phone  numbers  so  we  can  reach 
you! 

Send  correspondence  to: 

Women  Against  Imperialism 
3543  18th  Street,  Box  14 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Austin  Women’s  Peace  House,  Break  The 
Silence  Mural  Project,  Chicano  Human 
Rights  Council,  Dorchester  Women’s 
Committee,  Chicago  Emergency  Clinic 
Defense  Coalition,  Foundation  for  A 
Compassionate  Society,  GABRIELA 
Network  (solidarity  with  women  in  the 
Philippines),  International  Indian  Treaty 
Council,  Institute  for  Research,  Training  and 
Development  of  Salvadorean  Women  (IMU), 
Movimiento  Liberacion  de  Nacional 
Women’s  Caucus  (Puerto  Rico),  Lesbians 
and  Gays  Against  Intervention,  Out  of 
Control  Lesbian  Committee  to  Support 
Women  Political  Prisoners,  Roots  Against 
War,  San  Francisco  Women  Against  Rape, 
Union  of  Palestinian  Women’s  Association, 
Women  Against  Imperialism,  and  The  San 
Francisco  Women’s  Building. 

Let’s  see  if  you  can 
make  AIDS  disap¬ 
pear 

DearGCTV: 

Here  we  go  again,  some  more  sad  but  true 
facts  on  HIV  and  AIDS  and  the  different 
ways  AIDS  is  handled  by  the  public.  Yes  it’s 
Mr.  All,  Pro,  NBA,  Ervin  “Magic”  Johnson 
who  aids  his  wonderful  career  with  the  L.A. 
Lakers  not  because  of  age,  not  ’cause  of  his 
recent  marriage  three  months  ago.  But  due  to 
the  unheard  of  three  letters  in  sports — HTV. 

Hey  I’m  one  who  adored  his  play  on  court 
and  what  he  did  for  the  game  of  Basketball. 
Still  I  feel  unmoved  about  the  hype  his  case 
has  received,  it’s  bad,  bad,  bad  that  other 
PWAs  don’t  get  in  the  news  or  don’t  get  a 
million  dollars  or  a  home  to  live  out  their 
lives  fully  in  some  comfort.  Many  PWAs 
have  to  go  it  alone  and  struggle  for  all  they 
get,  waiting  for  the  news  of  a  cure  or  new 
medications  to  slow  the  virus  down  at  least 
Now  when  a  so-called  star  comes  down  with 
HIV,  its  “let’s  do  this,”  “let’s  do  that”  for 
people  with  AIDS 

Now  we  come  to  his  former  sexual  rela¬ 
tionships  when  asked  by  reporters  does  he 
know  who  infected  him,  “No”  was  his 
response!  Was  it  a  gay  relationship?  No 
comment-as  I  thought  he’d  say.  And  let’s 
forget  the  old  blood  transfusion,  and  I  got  it 
from  my  dentist  or  a  dirty  basketball  trick, 
the  way  these  so  called  innocent  tell  it  A  lot 
of  people  think  the  you  know  who  is  doing 
just  so  enough  white  fags,  Black  fags, 
Hispanic  fags,  dope  shooters  die  off.  But  it 
didn’t  turn  out  that  way,  the  little  nice 
“straight”  clean  cut  honor  girls  are  getting  it, 
straight  boys  have  it,  now  the  rich  are  getting 
it;  do  tell! 

Hey  world,  wake  up!  Everyone  is  God’s 
creation — gays  and  straights  alike,  good  or 
so  called  “bad.”  Here  AIDS  is  so,  let’s  work 
as  one  to  save  and  help  all  gays  and  straights 
get  rid  of  this  disease. 

And  Mr.  “Magic”  Johnson,  let’s  see  if  you 
can  make  your  HIV  disappear.  All  PWAs  are 
special,  not  just  one.  Until  you  realize  this  sit 
down,  you’ve  just  fouled  out  the  real  game 
(love). 

Sincerely, 
Kevin  Collins 
Box  500 
Elmira,  NY  14902 

Someone  out  there 
with  a  heart 

Dear  GCN: 

I  really  feel  the  need  to  speak  out  to  soci¬ 
ety  and  beg  all  of  you  for  your  help  and  sup¬ 
port.  Little  over  six  years  ago,  I  came  to 
prison  for  a  crime  that  I  did  and  in  just  70 
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Can  Magic  Johnson  fill 
Belinda  Mason’s  shoes? 

And  does  he  even  know  who  she  was  and  what  she  accomplished? 


By  Steve  Rose 

From  the  very  outset  of  the  AIDS  epidem¬ 
ic  in  the  early  1980s,  AIDS  activists — most 
of  them  members  of  the  beseiged  gay  male 
community — have  said  over  and  over  again 
that  the  government,  the  media  and  the 
American  public  would  not  heed  warnings 
that  AIDS  was  a  major  public  health  emer¬ 
gency,  until  it  started  hitting  straight  people 
as  hard  as  it  had  among  their  own  ranks.  In 
the  face  of  scathing  hysteria  and  rampant 
denial,  AIDS  activists  have  created  a  remark¬ 
able — if  not  always  perfect — network  of 
researchers,  caregivers,  educators,  lobbyists 
and  even  a  new  class  of  AID  bureaucrats, 
and  have  brought  about  dramatic  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  way  medical  research  is  done 
and  how  perhaps  the  most  hated  minority 
group  in  history  gets  treated  by  the  health 
care  establishment. 

The  American  drug  development  system  is 
about  to  undergo  a  long-overdue  sea  change, 
with  the  potential  to  not  only  radically 
improve  the  life  chances  of  those  with  AIDS 
and  other  life-threatening  illnesses,  but  to 
revitalize  our  biotechnology  sector  as  well. 
At  the  very  forefront  of  this  movement  have 
been  people  with  AIDS  themselves,  who 
have  demanded  that  demeaning,  patronizing 
attitudes  change;  that  the  “victim”  label  be 
thrown  off;  that  doctors  and  scientists  treat 
them  with  respect;  that  AIDS  not  be  seen  as  a 
“death  sentence”;  that  what  they  have 
learned — the  hard  way — be  passed  on  to 
other  groups  affected  by  the  epidemic. 

Repeated  pleas  from  this  foremost 
group — those  who  have  suffered  through 
physical  attacks,  denial  of  desperately-need¬ 
ed  medical  care,  cancellation  of  insurance, 
hideous  abuse  in  badly-designed  placebo 
research  trials  and  the  disdain  and  hatred  of 
an  entire  nation  that  others  take  heed  and 
protect  themselves — so  as  to  halt  the  epidem¬ 
ic  and  not  suffer  the  same  way — have  been 
flatly  and  arrogantly  ignored. 

Rare  cases  of  non-gay  people  with  AIDS 
have  led  to  the  media  spectaclg  of  the  “inno¬ 
cent”  AIDS  victim — that  poor  soul  who 
wound  up  with  a  shameful  “gay  disease” 
through  some  unfair  accident:  Ryan  White, 
Kimberly  Bergalis  and  others  come  to  mind. 
Those  non-gay  people  with  AIDS  who  “got 
it”  via  intravenous  drug  use  were  thrown  into 
the  same  festering  cesspool  as  the  vehement¬ 
ly  despised  faggots,  the  feared  and  pitiful 
“guilty  victims”  of  AIDS. 

After  years  and  years  of  refusing  to  even 
utter  the  word  “AIDS,”  then-President 
Ronald  Reagan  finally  acknowledged  the 
epidemic  when  fellow  screen  actor  Rock 
Hudson  died  of  the  the  “deadly,  incurable 
plague.”  His  own  Presidential  AIDS 
Commission — a  panel  that  did  not  include 
anyone  with  firsthand  experience  of 
AIDS — wound  up  issuing  a  scathing  indict¬ 
ment  of  his  administration’s  AIDS  response 
and  brought  forth  a  PBS  news  segment  of  its 


chair,  conservative  Navy  man  Admiral  James 
Watkins.  Entitled  “The  Education  of  Admiral 
Watkins,”  it  detailed  the  moving  changes  in 
the  perception  of  this  basically  old-school 
man  as  he  saw  the  ravages  of  the  epidemic 
firsthand,  among  all  of  the  groups  affected. 
Watkins  echoed  gay  activists  in  his  call  for 
action:  the  epidemic  would  go  on  to  devas¬ 
tate  minority  communities  in  America  out¬ 
side  the  gay  community  if  action  was  not 
forthcoming,  and  soon. 

Even  Reagan’s  pro-life  Surgeon  General, 
C.  Everett  Koop,  tried  to  shake  the  American 
public  out  of  its  denial  and  apathy.  But  it 
barely  made  a  dent.  AIDS  activists  took  to 
the  streets,  bringing  forth  a  media-savvy, 
intensively  clever  campaign  to  improve 
research  methods,  drug  release,  education 
and  care;  ACT  UP  was  bom,  eliciting  rave 
reviews  from  unlikely  allies  who  favored 
deregulation  of  pharmaceutical  research  and 
disdain  from  bom-agains.  Hope  came  alive 
as  Jesse  Jackson  addressed  the  largest  civil 
rights  march  and  demonstration  in  American 
history:  the  1987  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  led  by  people 
with  AIDS — and  many  saw  possible  refuge 
in  the  Dukakis  campaign. 

But  George  Bush,  who  used  the  “race 
card”  to  get  into  office  and  then  promised  a 
“kinder,  gentler”  America  once  he  got  there, 
did  precious  little  for  people  with  AIDS.  He 
did,  however,  appoint  another  National 
Commission  on  AIDS,  and  this  time  (very 
reluctantly)  he  appointed  a  very  low-key  gay 
man — not  identified  to  the  American  public 
as  such — to  the  panel  (though  not  a  person 
with  the  illness),  as  well  as  an  actual  person 
with  the  syndrome:  Belinda  Mason.  Mason 
was  white,  she  was  heterosexual;  she  was  a 
wife  and  mother;  she  “got  AIDS  in  a  nice 
way”  (through  a  blood  transfusion.)  One 
White  House  staffer  said  she  was  on  the 
Commission  because  she  was  “palatable.” 
Mason  was  one  of  the  first  non-gay  PWAs 
(People  with  AIDS)  to  come  out  very  pub¬ 
licly,  not  only  to  the  public  but  to  the  AIDS 
movement;  and  she  was  quickly  assimilated 
by  her  gay  male  peers  due  to  her  tenacity, 
charm  and  obvious  fighting  spirit. 

Belinda  Mason  was  a  frequent  contributor 
to  the  PWA  Coalition  Newsline,  a  magazine 
“by  and  for  people  with  AIDS  and  AIDS- 
Related  Conditions” — and  she  often  attended 
AIDS  conferences.  Her  good  humor  as  an 
old-fashioned  mom  from  the  South  in  the 
midst  of  a  bunch  of  gay  city  boys  endeared 
her  to  an  unlikely  band  of  allies,  and  she 
soon  became  a  leader.  Senator  Ted  Kennedy, 
realizing  that  a  gay  man  with  AIDS  would 
never  be  appointed  by  the  same  man  who 
caved  in  to  the  Far  Right  and  took  Dan 
Quayle  under  his  wing,  pushed  Mason’s 
appointment,  and  she  took  her  place — a  well- 
deserved  one — in  the  sun.  What  made 
Belinda  Mason  extraordinary  was  her  sense 
of  equality  with  all  of  those  in  her  predica¬ 


ment. 

This  quite  obviously  made  George  Bush 
very  angry;  he  might  have  thought  Mason,  a 
white  Southerner,  married-with-kids,  would 
portray  herself  as  an  “innocent” — as  drasti¬ 
cally  different  from  “guilty” — “victim”  of 
AIDS.  But  she  didn’t.  Belinda  Mason  didn’t 
care  if  various  civic  groups  and  policy  mak¬ 
ers  and  media  hacks  and  pundits  thought  she 
was  “one  of  them”  or  “one  of  those  people” 
because  she  saw  no  difference  between  her¬ 
self  and  the  rest  of  the  growing  ranks  of 
PWAs.  Keenly  aware  of  her  responsibility  to 
other  PWAs — many  at  the  forefront  of  drug 
research  activism,  others  published  and  (only 
in  their  own  communities  )  admired  and 
respected  journalists,  others  front-line 
activists  who  were  willing  to  risk  arrest  to  get 
the  message  home — she  took  on  each  and 
every  aspect  of  the  AIDS  crisis,  working 
much  like  we  wish  elected  representatives  to 
the  Congress  would. 

And  for  all  of  that,  when  she  finally  passed 
away — in  the  warm  bosom  of  a  loving  family 
and  with  thousands  of  loyal  admirers 
throughout  the  AIDS  network — of  all  gen¬ 
ders,  colors  and  sexual  preferences  — she  got 
not  one  word  of  eulogy  from  the  White 
House — nothing.  Nothing  at  all — because 
she  committed  that  cardinal  sin  of  admitting 
herself  into  the  family  of  humankind  that 
makes  up  the  world  of  people  with  HTV  and 
AIDS — all  of  them. 

Now  we  hear  rumors  that  a  millionaire 
sports  star  who  insists — vehemently — that  he 
is  heterosexual  (we  don’t  care,  Magic;  some 
of  our  best  friends  are!)  might  get  appointed 
to  the  National  Commission  on  AIDS.  Yes, 
he  has  great  style,  and  indeed  great  courage, 
given  the  limitations  of  his  world,  to  be  open. 
And  yes,  we  have  indeed  been  screaming  for 
years  that  young  people,  most  specifically 
African-American  young  men  and  women 
who  are  straight,  are  at  risk  and  must  be 
reached.  But  is  Magic  up  on  research  proto¬ 
cols?  The  marvelous  work  of  the  Community 
Research  Initiatives?  Ten-year  AIDS  sur¬ 
vivor  Mike  Callen?  ACT  UP’s  brilliant 
Treatment  and  Data  Committee?  The  FDA 
package?  Can  he  represent  all  of  us — poor, 
rich,  gay  and  straight,  users  and  non-users, 
black  and  white  and  brown?  Can  he  follow  in 
Belinda  Mason’s  larger-than-life  footsteps? 
(Her  shoe  size  is  undocumented  at  Converse 
or  Nike — but  many  see  it  as  awesome)  We 
need  to  know.  Maybe  he  can,  and  perhaps  we 
should  give  him  a  chance.  But  we  do  not 
need  another  “wedge  issue”  and  we  cannot 
tolerate  another  Clarence  Thomas.  Having 
HIV  or  AIDS  is  no  special  badge  of  courage 
until  that  courage  has  been  proven — and  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  have  very  high  standards.  Can 
Magic  measure  up? 

Steve  Rose  is  a  Boston-based.  AIDS 
activist  and  writer  who  grew  up  in  the 
Middle  East.  □ 


days  I  will  be  seeing  my  first  Parole  Board 
but  my  chances  of  going  home  are  not  good. 

I  am  a  31  year  old  gay  white  male  who  has 
AIDS.  The  reason  why  my  chance  of  going 
home  is  so  slim  is  because  I  have  nowhere  to 
live  and  I  have  no  one  that  is  willing  to  take 
me  in.  I  have  spent  many  nights  in  tears 
wondering  what  I  am  going  to  do.  I  am  so 
afraid  of  dying  in  prison  and  with  me  having 
AIDS  I  may  never  live  until  1994  when  the 
State  of  New  York  has  to  let  me  go. 

Since  1987  when  I  found  out  that  I  had 
AIDS  the  only  thing  I  wanted  to  do  was  die 
and  if  I  have  to  remain  in  prison  until  1994, 
my  chance  of  living  is  slim.  Why?  Because 
the  State  of  New  York  does  not  care  about 
inmates  with  AIDS  and  most  prisoners  die 
within  three  years  of  finding  out  that  they 
have  AIDS. 

I  have  no  parents  to  turn  to  as  both  of 
them  are  dead.  My  brother  hates  me  and  my 
sisters  don’t  want  to  be  bothered  with  me. 

If  there  is  anyone  out  there  willing  to  help 
me,  please  write  me  at  the  below  address. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  I  really  hope 
that  some  of  your  readers  have  a  heart  and 
that  will  be  willing  to  help  me. 

Timothy  Manus  85-A-8326 
Drawer-B 
Stormville,  NY  12582-0010 
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Interview  conducted  by  Maridee  BonaDea 


The  Washington  State  Supreme  Court  decided  that 
the  HIV  antibody  test  forced  on  Steve  Farmer  was  done  so 
illegally.  But  the  court  didn't  overturn  the  seven-and-a-half 
year  prison  sentence  that  was  based  on  that  test. 
Steve  Farmer,  the  GCN  interview. 


Being  very  cautious  I  said,  “Well,  isn’t  that 
a  well  known  fact?”  Then  she  asked  me  if  I 
had  any  proof.  Proof!  What  kind  of  proof  was 
I  supposed  to  have?  They  don’t  let  you  come 
in  here  with  any  paperwork.  I  said,  “If  I  had 
paperwork,  I  would  show  it  to  you  and  if  I 
had  the  front  page  to  the  Seattle  Times,  I 
would  show  that  to  you,  too.  But  you  can’t 
believe  anything  you  read  in  the  paper, 
either.”  She  said,  “We  will  have  to  run 
another  test  to  make  sure.”  I  got  a  kick  out  of 
that. 

Didn’t  the  court  force-test  you  during 
your  trial? 

Not  during  my  trial,  but  during  my 
sentencing  I  was  force-tested.  Testing  was 
not  brought  up  during  the  trial  at  all. 


What  was  the  exact  charge? 

Patronizing  a  17-year-old  juvenile 
DStitute  and  exploitation  of  a  minor,  in 
which  I  allegedly  took  a  couple  of  Polaroid 
photos  of  the  prostitute  with  his  consent. 
Something  I’d  like  to  add  is  16-years-old  was 
age  of  consent  at  that  time  in  Washington. 
Sex  with  any  one  at  16  was  okay.  The  law 
has  since  been  changed,  I  believe  because  of 
my  case.  However,  any  alleged  sex  that  did 
or  did  not  take  place  was  not  the  issue.  It  was 
paying  the  $20  that  was  the  felony,  not  the 
sex. 


JRBL 


;  a  prostitute  was  the  charge, 


the  fact  that  it  was  a  minor,  or  that  you 
i  HIV  positive? 


Yes.  In  other  words,  if  you  were  17  and  I 
sat  here  right  now  and  said  I  will  give  you 
$20  for  this — in  my  case  it  was  $20  to  pose 
for  a  couple  of  nude  photos —  that  constitutes 
the  crime.  All  of  a  sudden  you’re  a  felon  for 
that  The  second  charge  of  exploiting  a  minor 
was  because  I  photographed  a  minor,  even  if 
it  was  with  his  consent  during  the  act  of 


aridee  BonaDea: 
What  kind  of 
treatment  are 
you  getting  here 
at  Shelton 
Prison? 

Steve  Farmer: 
The  administra¬ 
tion  may  be  nice 
to  you  over  the 
phone  but  they  are 
not  nice  to  us 
prisoners  in  here.  It  was  interesting  because 
an  officer  said,  “A  lesbian  wants  to  interview 
you.”  “Lesbian”  has  been  the  buzz-word  the 
whole  time. 

It’s  good  to  see  you,  by  the  way.  It  is  kind 
of  hard,  I  had  no  idea,  I  don’t  understand 
why  they  [the  prison  guard  and  media 
relations  person]  have  to  sit  at  the  table  next 
door.  It’s  rather  intimidating,  they  are 
listening  to  every  word  we  say. 

The  media  coordinator  really  publicly 
announced  that  a  lesbian  was  coming  to 
interview  you? 

It  was  actually  a  phone  call  made  to  one  of 
the  officers  at  the  building  I  was  in.  When 
they  came  to  look  for  me  right  now,  they 
mentioned  it  to  the  officer  at  the  school 


building  where  I  had  been  attending  a  class. 
I  don’t  have  a  problem  with  it,  but  I  know 
their  intention  was  to  use  it  as  a  buzz- word. 

Are  you  being  labeled  a  gay  man  who  is 
HIV  positive? 

Most  definitely. 

What  kind  of  repercussions  has  that 
brought  for  you? 

It  was  well  known  before  I  came  into  the 
King  County  Jail.  There  was  a 
demonstration  and  I  don’t  know  how  many 
people  attended,  but  all  sorts  of  media  were 
there.  What  that  did,  of  course,  was  said  out 
a  big  alert  that  said,  “Hey,  this  guy  is 
coming  in  and  he  is  gay  and  has  AIDS.”  I 
knew  that,  so  when  I  entered  the  King 
County  jail  after  making  my  statement  it 
took  three  hours  to  be  processed.  They  took 
me  to  the  11th  floor,  which  is  known  as  “the 
hole”  or  isolation.  I  have  always  been 
isolated  in  jail,  but  never  of  the  11th  floor, 
usually  in  the  infirmary  or  blood  precautions 
tank. 

Anyway,  they  took  me  up  to  the  11th 
floor  and  they  brought  me  to  a  cell  and  they 
opened  the  door.  The  inmate  before  me  had 
taken  toilet  paper  streamers  about  two  feet 
long  and  had  stuck  them  on  the  ceiling  with 


toothpaste.  There  were  about  50  of  them.  The 
garbage  was  piled  up  about  a  foot  high  and 
stunk  of  sour  milk.  Over  by  the  toilet  there 
was  puke  and  to  be  blunt,  shit  all  over  the 
toilet.  When  I  looked  in  and  smelled  the 
place,  I  looked  at  the  officer  and  said,  “You 
have  to  be  kidding.”  The  officer  said,  “Shut 
up  and  get  in  there,”  and  I  did. 

The  next  day  I  was  taken  to  Shelton 
Prison.  About  35  other  guys  and  me  went  on 
what  is  called  a  chain  gang.  On  the  chain 
gang  you  are  strip-searched  before  you  are 
chained  to  another  person.  Your  hand  is 
cuffed  to  another  person,  your  leg  is  chained 
to  another  person.  That  is  how  I  was 
transported  to  the  receiving  center  at  Shelton 
Prison,  where  I  went  through  processing 
again.  I  was  in  the  Receiving  Units  [R  Units] 
for  six  weeks,  which  is  not  a  lot  of  time 
compared  to  others  who  stay  for  months. 

What  about  the  rumor  I  heard  that  you 
asked  for  some  medication  for  AIDS- 
related  illnesses  and  they  questioned  your 
HIV  status? 

Well,  I  assumed  the  alert  would  be  coming 
out  here  and  everyone  would  know  who  I 
was.  But  this  nurse  didn’t  seem  to  know  who 
I  was.  She  was  very  nice  as  she  asked  me  my 
HIV  status.  This  is  not  a  normal  question,  she 
obviously  had  some  type  of  idea. 


Granted,  the  act  of  prostitution  is  illegal 
regardless  of  whether  you’re  over  18  or  not. 
However,  if  you’re  over  18  it  is  a 
misdemeanor  and  not  a  felony.  If  the 
prostitute  is  over  18,  it’s  not  illegal  to  take  a 
oto  like  that 

are  the  inmates  here  treating  you? 

Before  I  first  came  here,  I  tried  to  prepare 
myself.  But  really  there  was  no  way.  I  won’t 
I  was  terrified.  A  lot  of  comments  were 
made  on  the  chain  gang  coming  down  here, 
“Queer,”  “The  guy’s  got  AIDS,”  and  “Child 
molester.”  I  did  not  know  what  to  expect. 
Then  after  getting  here,  within  the  first  48 
hours  I  was  threatened  several  times  by 
inmates. 

Physical  or  sexual  threats? 

Physical  violence.  One  guy,  a  big  guy,  told 
me,  “I’m  going  to  rip  your  face  off.”  He  said, 
“You  don’t  sit  at  my  goddamn  table,  I 
understand  that  you  raped  some  kids  and  you 
have  AIDS.”  I  had  a  cellmate  at  the  time  who 
I  was  very  up  front  with  about  my  case  and 
he  was  sitting  with  me.  He  was  respected  by 
the  other  inmates  and  the  guards  knew  him 
very  well,  too.  He  stuck  up  for  me  and  said, 
“That’s  not  true.”  I  had  shown  him  my  fact 
sheet  and  my  paper-work.  He  knew  what 
happened  and  he  did  not  have  a  problem  with 
my  sexual  orientation.  My  sexual  orientation 
is  another  point.  A  lot  of  the  guys  who  have 
problems  with  me  in  here  are  the  guys  who 
have  a  problem  with  my  sexual  orientation. 
In  other  words,  if  I  was  a  guy  and  [the 
prostitute]  was  a  female,  HIV  would  have 
never  beat  an  issue,  but  neither  would  any  of 
the  other  things. 

You  mean,  like  the  fact  that  you’re  being 
labeled  a  rapist? 

Yes,  and  I  am  not  in  here  on  rape.  I  was 
never  charged  with  rape  nor  convicted  of 
rape.  I  was  never  charged  with  any  act  of 
penetration  or  convicted  of  such. 

The  crime  was  a  mutual  consensual  act 
of  prostitution? 

Exactly.  Something  else  I  would  like  to 
say,  I  have  a  lot  to  say,  is  that  it  would  not 
have  been  a  crime  had  I  not  paid  for  the 
things  I  did.  The  exceptional  sentence  came 
on  top  of  the  exploitation  charge,  it  did  not 
come  on  top  of  the  patronizing  charge.  The 
minimum  time  was  90  days  for  first  offense, 
up  to  41  months  in  the  sentencing  guidelines. 
The  extra  time — three  times  that 
amount — was  added  on  top  of  the 
exploitation  of  a  minor  and  this  charge  has  to 
do  with  the  Polaroid  pictures.  Now,  how  do 
you  get  AIDS  from  a  Polaroid  camera?  It  was 
never  attached  to  the  patronizing-a-prostitute 
charges. 

Tell  me  more  about  how  the 


administration  is  treating  you  here  at 
Shelton. 

I  am  still  feeling  a  little  intimidated.  I 
don’t  understand  why  in  an  interview,  a 
guard  and  media  person  have  to  sit  at  the 
next  table.  Are  they  afraid  I’m  going  to  say 
something  about  this  facility? 

I  will  speak  briefly  on  this  because  I  am 
intimidated.  The  administration  is  rude.  The 
head  person  over  at  the  Evergreen  Hall 
called  the  CUS  [the  correctional  unit 
supervisor]  calls  the  shots.  She  is  rude  and 
condescending.  When  I  first  got  here,  the 
doctor  said  I  would  not  be  able  to  do  the  first 
90  days  of  mandatory  laundry  or  kitchen 
work  because  it  is  eight  hours  a  day.  A  lot  of 
days  1  can’t  stand  on  my  feet  that  long.  It 
was  only  through  the  doctor  here  that  I  got 
out  of  the  work  program.  I  was  told  I  still 
needed  to  program  at  least  four  hours  a  day. 
They  do  offer  some  classes  they  consider 
“program,”  so  that  is  what  I  am  doing. 

What  procedure  did  you  have  to  go 
through  to  get  your  program  changed? 

I  had  to  get  an  interview  with  the  CUS  and 
my  regular  counselor.  The  CUS  oversees  the 
counselors  and  calls  the  shots  in  the  building. 
When  I  was  interviewed,  there  was  the  CUS, 
my  counselor,  another  counselor,  a 
counselor-in-training  and  an  officer  present  I 
was  feeling  very  intimidated  and  stated  that 
as  well.  They  looked  at  my  medical  report 
and  the  CUS  asked,  “After  looking  at  this,  do 
you  think  you  should  be  here?”  I  asked  her 
to  explain  what  she  meant  by  that  She  did 
not  explain  and  then  we  went  into  the  “you- 
must-program”  rap.  The  first  class  I  was 
offered  was  a  bible  class.  I  was  feeling 
intimidated  and  under  the  impression  the 
bible  class  was  the  only  thing  available 
because  the  fall  quarter  had  already  started. 
The  bible  class  is  five  hours  a  day,  four  days 
a  week.  You  read  through  the  bible  in  14 
weeks.  Afterwards  I  thought,  “What  the  heck 
is  this?”  I  checked  around  about  the  class 
and  decided  this  was  not  for  me. 

Were  you  able  to  get  out  of  the  class? 

Yes.  I  became  alarmed  after  checking  the 
class  out  with  some  other  inmates.  It  was 
more  on  the  fundamental,  evangelical  lines 
and  that’s  not  where  I  come  from.  I  attended 
Unity  Church.  I  hate  the  term  New  Age,  but 
for  lack  of  a  better  tom,  that’s  where  I  come 
from.  I  went  and  mentioned  to  the  CUS  that 
the  bible  course  was  not  what  I  thought  it 
was  and  I  apologized  for  my  indecision. 
Then  with  some  tugging,  I  got  my  program 
changed.  I  was  very  glad  to  get  out  of  the 
bible  class. 

Do  you  need  a  lot  of  medical  assistance? 

I’ve  lost  about  18  pounds  since  I  first 
came  here.  I  am  eating  three  meals  a  day. 
The  food  is  lousy;  for  the  most  part  it’s 
garbage  food.  Every  once  in  a  while  they 
will  come  up  with  a  decent  meal.  I  am 
getting  the  calories  in,  but  I  am  loosing 
weight.  I  consider  stress  the  cause.  I  have 
had  many  stress-related  symptoms  in  here. 


There  is  a  doctor  here  that  I  see  who  is  very 
good,  I  am  getting  adequate  health  care.  The 
bottom  line  is  the  stress  here  is  the  worst  for 
me.  I  can  go  get  care,  I  can  go  get  pills,  I  can 
do  all  of  that  But  the  stress  is  still  bad  for 
me. 

Do  you  have  night  sweats  and  other 
types  of  symptoms? 

Let  us  not  forget 
what  has  been  done 
to  me  can  be  done 
to  others  through 
hearsay,  through  over- 
zealous  district  attorneys, 
through  a  hanging 
judge  and 
by  name-calling. 

Yes  I  do.  Mostly  what  I  suffer  from  are 
rashes,  loss  of  weight,  insomnia  and  herpes 
outbreaks,  which  are  very  common  with  HIV 
people.  I  do  get  nauseated  and  extreme 
fatigue.  I  can  go  three  or  four  days  and  fed 
okay,  then  I  wake  up  so  fatigued  out  I  could 
sleep  all  day.  My  body  feels  very  heavy,  it’s 
hard  to  make  a  fist  I  do  meditation  to  help 
the  fatigue  and  the  stress.  Meditation  seems 
to  be  my  saving  grace. 

What  other  health-related  problems 
have  you  had? 

Signing  up  for  sick  call  has  been  a 
problem.  You  are  supposed  to  sign  up  for 
sick  call  the  night  before,  and  if  you  don’t 
sign  up  the  night  before,  you  get  nailed.  You 
can’t  get  nailed,  it  is  a  major  infraction  and 
you  want  to  avoid  those.  There  are  days  I 
don’t  know  until  that  day  that  I  am  fatigued, 
so  this  is  hard  for  me. 

Let’s  face  it,  this  prison  is  not  a  nice  place. 
The  inhabitants  are  not  nice,  the  staff  is  not 
usually  nice,  the  food  is  not  nice,  nothing  is 
nice  about  it  and  it’s  probably  not  supposed 
to  be.  I  did  not  know  what  to  expect  here. 
One  of  the  things  I  learned  here  is  that  I  had 
to  toughen  up  or  I  was  not  going  to  make  it.  I 
have  to  say  this  too:  I  was  offered  on 
numerous  occasions  to  go  into  protective 


custody. 

What  is  protective  custody? 

Protective  custody  here  at  this  institution 
is  called  isolation,  “IMU,”  Intensive 
Management  Unit.  Quarantine,  that’s  what  it 
is.  You’re  treated  the  same  as  if  you  had  a 
major  infraction  or  if  you  assaulted  someone 
or  assaulted  a  guard.  I  thought,  “I  want  no 
part  of  that.”  You  lose  all  privileges  in 
protective  custody.  I  told  the  staff  that  would 
not  be  my  decision.  I  was  then  told  that  if  the 
staff  determined  I  was  a  threat  to  the 
institution  or  if  they  thought  my  life  was  in 
danger,  they  could  move  me  to  protective 
custody  involuntarily.  I  told  them  I 
understood  what  they  said  and  I  would  fight 
them  from  the  outside  through  my  attorney  if 
that  were  to  take  place.  I  would  take  my 
chances  in  population.  Shelton,  to  my 
understanding  from  talking  to  other  inmates 
who  have  been  elsewhere,  is  very  mild  and 
more  regimented  than  other  institutions. 

Do  you  ever  feel  your  life  is  in  danger 
here? 

I  do  feel  safe.  There  is  an  officer  around 
every  comer,  but  there  are  fights.  I  have  seen 
many  since  I  have  been  here.  For  the  most 
part  things  are  very  well  controlled.  As  far  as 
the  terror,  goes  it  is  constant.  I  have,  for  four 

<  years,  surrounded  myself  with  caring  friends, 
w  supporters,  attorneys,  and  I  had  isolated 

<  myself  from  being  ridiculed.  I  come  to  a 
q  place  like  this  and  I  am  around  straight 
“  macho  types.  It  reminds  me  of  high  school 
oj  gym  class.  There  is  a  lot  of  sexist  talk, 
Q  homophobic  talk  and  I  am  not  used  to  that.  I 
^  was  threatened  several  times,  but  had  the 
2  help  of  a  few  guys.  There  are  guys  here  will 

come  up  to  you  and  tell  you  what  they  heard 
and  ask  you  what  the  story  is,  I  respect  that. 

What  do  you  tell  the  men  who  ask? 

At  first  my  view  was  that  what  I’m  in  here 
for  is  none  of  their  damn  business.  But  this 
society  in  prison  has  different  rules,  that’s 
what  I  had  to  learn.  Once  the  word  got  out  in 
the  R  Unit  that  I  was  here  on  a  first  offense 
for  patronizing  a  juvenile  prostitute  age  17 
and  got  90  months,  the  guys  were  surprised. 
Now  if  they  can  disregard  the  fact  I  am 
gay — which  a  lot  of  them  can  not — they 
agree  it  is  an  outrageous  sentence.  There  are 
guys  here  for  27  months  who  have  three 
felonies  on  their  records  for  criminal  assault. 
I  am  a  first-time  offender  and  I  got  seven- 
and-a-half  years.  Why?  We  all  know  why. 

Please  state  why... 

Because  when  the  State  Supreme  Court 
issued  their  decision,  I  won  my  case  against 
forced  testing.  They  overturned  the  forced 
test  I  was  sentenced  to  an  exceptional  three 
times  the  standard  sentence  because  of  the 
HIV  test,  which  was  illegally  taken.  The 
State  Supreme  Court  declared  the  test  illegal 
and  a  violation  of  my  right  to  privacy.  They 
overturned  the  test,  but  upheld  my 
exceptional  sentence  which  was  based  on 
that  test.  Now,  how  can  you  win  an  appeal 
and  not  call  my  case  back  for  resentencing? 

When  my  attorney  called  me  up  and  told 
me  about  the  appeal,  I  couldn’t  believe  it  I 
had  won  my  appeal  and  they  upheld  the 
sentence.  What  on  Earth  for?  My  attorney 
said  that  the  Supreme  Court  stated  that  the 
two  friends — ex-friends — who  came  in  and 
testified  that  I  told  them  in  1982  and  ’83  that 
I  was  HIV  positive  was  all  the  courts  needed. 
The  court  did  not  need  the  HIV  test  to  prove 
I  had  AIDS  at  the  time  of  the  crime.  Well, 
obviously  the  District  Attorney  thought  they 
needed  the  test  to  corroborate  that  testimony. 
Now,  we  all  know  there  was  no  HIV  test 
available  until  1985.  That  makes  the 
statements  that  I  told  them  in  1982,  1983 
very  dubious. 

Why  did  AIDS  even  come  up? 

You  had  the  political  arena.  The 
prosecutors  office  wanted  to  make  AIDS  an 
issue.  The  district  attorney.  Norm  Mailing, 
announced  his  GOP  candidacy  for  governor 
of  Washington  State  at  the  same  time  the 
district  attorney’s  office  leaked  my  case  to 
the  press.  The  AIDS  omnibus  bill  was 
making  its  way  through  the  state  legislature. 

What  about  your  new  appeal  in  process 
to  overturn  the  sentence? 

I  can’t  answer  a  lot  of  questions  about  it, 
my  attorneys  have  advised  me  not  to.  I  will 
say  I  am  very  confident  about  it.  My 
supporters  and  I  are  hoping  the  appeal  is 
enough  to  mandate  this  case  back  for 
resentencing.  The  best-case  scenario  would 
be  a  judge  saying  time  served  and  this  case  is 
done.  This  case  should  have  been  over  a  long 
time  ago.  My  supporters  have  raised  $16,000 
for  my  appeal,  I  have  another  $4,000  to  go. 


Along  with  legal  fees,  what  kind  of 
support  are  you  getting  from  the 
community? 

I  don’t  know  how  many  letters  I  have 
gotten  here,  it’s  been  several  hundred.  This 
has  been  one  of  the  key  reasons  for  my 
sanity  in  here,  the  letters  have  been 
overwhelming.  How  can  I  sit  around  and  feel 
sorry  for  myself?  I  have,  but  I  don’t  have 
time  for  that  very  much  with  the  meditation  I 
do  and  knowing  I  have  the  support  out  there 
and  a  defense  fund  committee  with  15 
people  on  it  who  are  dedicated  to  raising  the 
rest  of  the  money.  I  have  so  many  people 
who  love  and  care  about  me,  there  are  a  lot 
of  guys  here  who  don’t  have  anybody,  a  lot. 
So  I  am  supposed  to  sit  around  and  feel  sorry 
for  myself?  No.  It  is  an  awful  place,  it’s 
prison.  There  is  a  24-hour  tension  here,  and 
the  only  thing  that  helps  me  is  meditating. 
This  tension  is  what  causes  the  stress  for  me. 

Are  you  getting  visitors? 

I  am.  It  takes  a  while  to  get  people  on  my 
visiting  list  I  have  eight  on  the  list  now  and 
am  allowed  10. 1  am  waiting  for  two  more  to 
get  on  my  list.  This  is  the  visiting  room  right 
here.  The  drag  is  you  sit  here  and  have  a  nice 
visit  with  somebody  and  then  you  go  through 
that  door  over  there  and  you’re  strip- 
searched  every  time  after  you  have  a  visitor. 
As  anyone  can  imagine,  that  is  humiliating 
and  rotten.  I  am  sure  the  officers  don’t  enjoy 
it  anymore  than  anybody  else  does. 

Do  you  get  smart  remarks  while  being 
strip-searched? 

The  only  incident  is  after  my  nightly 
shower  an  officer  handed  me  pink  socks,  a 
pink  towel  and  pink  underwear.  Something 
red  must  have  gotten  into  the  laundry  and  the 
officer  thought  this  was  hilarious.  Another 
time,  this  same  officer  brought  by  mail  and 
asked  what  my  maiden  name  was.  But  he  is 
the  only  one. 

When  you  go  back  into  population  after 
this  interview,  do  you  think  you  will  be 
ridiculed  about  a  lesbian  coming  to 
interview  you? 

I  don’t  think  I  will  be  ridiculed,  I  think 
that  the  officers  talk  among  themselves.  The 
officer  did  not  yell  it  down  the  hall,  he  did 
say  it  in  front  of  other  officer.  “Lesbian"  is 
just  a  buzzword. 

Is  there  anything  else  you’d  like  to  say? 

Yes.  I  have  received  letters  from  a  lot  of 
people  I  don’t  know.  A  lot  of  older  men  and 
some  older  lesbians  have  written  me  and  told 
me  what  happened  to  them  in  the  ’50s  and 
’60s.  A  lot  of  them  were  military  personnel 
who  lost  their  jobs,  some  as  late  as  the  '70s. 
These  letters  are  amazing  to  me.  A  lot  of 
people  who  I  don’t  know  have  donated 
money.  The  support  has  been  overwhelming. 
Of  course,  the  Stonewall  Committee  for 
Lesbian/Gay  Rights  has  been  at  the  forefront 
of  the  activism  on  my  case. 

I  would  like  to  say  one  more  thing.  A 
reporter  at  the  King  County  Jail 
demonstration  stuck  a  microphone  in  my 
face  and  said  three  times,  “What  about  the 
children?”  At  the  time  nothing  would  come 
out  of  my  mouth,  so  I  ignored  it.  That’s 
bugged  me  ever  since.  If  he  were  to  stand  in 
front  of  me  right  now  and  say  the  same 
thing,  I  would  say,  “What  children  are  you 
talking  about?”  I  don’t  want  people  to  think  I 
did  nothing  wrong;  according  to  the  law  I 
broke  it.  These  are  not  “innocent  children”  as 
the  prosecutors  have  called  them.  They  are 
children  when  it  suits  the  court’s  purposes 
and  they  are  murderous  and  tried  as  adults 
when  is  suits  the  court's  purposes.  These 
were  not  children. 

I  did  break  the  law  and  I  should  pay  the 
consequences  for  that.  However,  fair  is  fair, 
not  seven-and-a-half  years.  If  you  were  to  go 
and  look  at  the  recotds  of  people  convicted 
of  the  same  crimes  I  was  convicted  of,  I  can 
promise  you  they  either  got  no  time  or  90 
days  and  the  media  were  not  interested  in  the 
case.  I  believe  they  upheld  the  exceptional 
sentencing  because  of  ignorance,  AIDS 
hysteria  and  homophobia. 

Let  us  not  forget  what  has  been  done  to 
me  can  be  done  to  others  through  hearsay, 
through  over-zealous  district  attorneys, 
through  a  hanging  judge  and  by  name¬ 
calling.  This  may  be  on  a  conspiracy  level, 
the  dentist  case  is  all  they  needed,  who  is 
next?  It  is  my  belief  the  government  is 
headed  for  a  total  mass  screening  for  forced 
testing.  The  public  should  be  aware  of  this. 
Also,  there  is  a  good  possibility  of 
quarantine,  isolation  or  somewhere  down  the 
road  there  may  be  an  identifying  procedure 
for  HIV  positive  people.  □ 

Mail  to  Steve  Farmer  can  be  sent  to:  Steve 
Farmer  # 936785 ,  Evergreen  Hall  E8,  P.O. 
Box  900,  Shelton,  WA  98584. 
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—  David  Ehrenstein,  THE  ADVOCATE 


"high  voltage! 

Isaac  Julien  celebrates  the  energies  of  his  hip,  young  performers 
and  he  has  just  the  camera  moves  and  rhythms  to  do  it." 

—  Jay  Carr,  THE  BOSTON  GLOBE 

"a  gay-straight,  black-white,  punk-soul 

murder  movie. 

a  powerful,  dramatic  thriller!" 

—  John  Griffin,  THE  MONTREAL  GAZETTE 
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Gag  rule 

Continued  from  page  1 

do  not  support  restrictions  on  abortion  infor¬ 
mation  at  federally  funded  health  care  clin¬ 
ics.  The  vote  is  “a  clear  indication  that 
President  Bush  is  way  out  of  step  with  main¬ 
stream  America  on  this  issue,”  Pines  noted. 

Activists  say  the  implementation  of  the 
gag  rule  will  in  effect  create  a  two-tiered  sys¬ 
tem  of  health  care  for  women.  While  women 
who  can  afford  private  health  care  will  be 
apprised  of  all  of  their  options,  the  estimated 
five  million  poor  women  who  use  the  ser¬ 
vices  at  federally  funded  clinics  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  inadequate  information  with 
which  to  make  decisions  about  pregnancy. 

Although  clinics  funded  under  Title  X 
cannot  currently  provide  abortions,  many  of 
them  share  physical  space  with  abortion 
providers.  A  provision  of  the  gag  rule  states 
that  if  Title  X  clinics  are  to  continue  receiv¬ 
ing  federal  funding,  they  must  physically 
separate  from  any  program  that  provides 
abortion  services,  counseling  or  referral. 
According  to  NARAL,  the  expense  of  estab¬ 
lishing  a  separate  facility  with  separate  staff 
will  be  prohibitive  for  many  clinics,  forcing 
them  to  close  and  leaving  some  communities 
void  of  family  planning  services. 

In  an  apparent  attempt  to  ward  off  criti¬ 
cism  that  the  gag  rule  jeopardizes  women’s 
health  care,  Bush  sent  a  memo  to  HHS 
Secretary  Louis  Sullivan  stating  that  nothing 
should  “prevent  a  woman  from  receiving 
complete  medical  information  about  her  con¬ 
dition  from  a  physician,”  according  to  the 
Boston  Globe.  The  memo  “shows  a  colossal 
blindness  to  reality”  on  the  part  of  the  presi¬ 
dent,  Convisser  told  GCN,  adding  that  she 
felt  Bush  displayed  arrogance  in  thinking  the 
public  would  believe  he  was  sincere. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  White 
House  officials  acknowledged  that  the  memo 
did  not  indicate  that  women  would  be  told 
that  abortion  is  an  option,  nor  would  they  be 
informed  of  where  they  could  obtain  one. 

Regulations  restricting  the  mention  of 
abortion  in  Title  X  clinics  were  introduced 
by  Pres.  Reagan  in  1988  but  have  never  been 
enforced  due  to  court  challenges.  However, 
with  the  Supreme  Court’s  ruling  in  Rust  v. 
Sullivan  in  May  of  this  year,  legal  obstacles 
no  longer  exist  In  their  decision  in  Rust,  the 
court  rejected  the  plaintiff’s  arguments  that 
gag  rules  violate  free  speech  and  privacy 
rights. 

An  announcement  by  Massachusetts  Gov. 
William  Weld  Nov.  20  that  he  would  move 
to  make  up  the  loss  of  federal  funds  to  clin¬ 
ics  by  providing  state  funds  brought  criticism 
from  Convisser.  Noting  the  drastic  cuts  Weld 
has  made  in  virtually  every  social  program  in 
the  state,  Convisser  challenged,  "If  William 
Weld  really  cares  about  poor  women,  I  want 
to  know  where  that  money  is  coming  from.” 

Feeling  heat  from  feminists  angry  at  the 
effects  of  his  budget  cuts,  Weld  is  attempting 
to  gain  their  support  through  pro-choice  pro¬ 
posals,  Convisser  said.  She  added  that 
Weld’s  proposal  was  unacceptable  if,  as  she 
expected,  die  funds  were  provided  through 
further  cuts  in  services.  “Women  can’t  be 
fooled  by  this,”  she  stated. 

—filed  from  Boston 

Condom 

Continued  from  page  3 

request  will  encourage  sexual  behavior  that 
would  not  otherwise  occur.  They  maintain 
that  condoms  will  lead  to  immorality, 
promiscuity  and  sexual  deviance;  according 
to  AIDS  activists,  this  shifts  the  discussion 
of  safe  sex  from  a  public  health  level  to  a 
moral  or  religious  level.  Parental  response  to 
a  high  school  student  at  a  public  forum  to 
discuss  a  condom  availability  program 
exemplified  this  attitude:  according  to  the 
Boston  Globe,  one  man  said,  “I  don’t  want  to 
see  my  tax  dollars  going  to  help  you  get 
laid.” 

Supporters  of  condom  distribution  argue 
that  there  is  no  evidence  that  providing  con¬ 
doms  on  request  encourages  sexual  activity. 
Although  the  evidence  is  primarily  anecdotal 
due  to  the  recent  implementation  of  condom 
availability  programs,  AIDS  educators  at  the 
Teen  Health  Center  at  Rindge  and  Latin 
High  School  in  Cambridge  tell  of  success  in 
decreasing  the  occurrence  of  sexually  trans¬ 
mitted  diseases.  Of  the  students  utilizing  the 
in-school  condom  resources,  they  say,  the 
vast  majority  were  already  sexually  active. 

In  fact,  some  health  educators  maintain 
that  the  counseling  that  accompanies  the 
condoms  in  some  of  the  school  programs  can 
actually  have  a  dampening  effect  on  the  stu¬ 
dents  who  are  considering  sex  for  the  first 
time.  Schoeff  emphasized  that  “most  are 
ambivalent  about  sexual  activity,”  and  that 
discussing  the  subject  with  a  sympathetic, 
educated  adult  sometimes  results  in  recon¬ 
sidering  the  decision  to  become  sexually 
active  at  a  young  age. 

NYC  parents’  role  questioned 

Another  issue  of  contention  involving 


condom  distribution  is  the  role  of  parents  in 
preventing  individual  students’  participation. 
New  York  City’s  program,  touted  as  the  first 
in  the  country  to  make  free  condoms  avail¬ 
able  to  all  students  through  trained  school 
staff  members,  has  been  delayed  for  several 
months  by  opponents  who  wish  to  give  par¬ 
ents  the  power  to  deny  their  children  access 
to  school-distributed  condoms.  Greg 
Liebgold  of  the  Youth  Education  Life  Line 
(YELL),  a  committee  of  ACT-UP/New  York, 
points  out  that  parental  opt-out  measures  are 
doubly  flawed.  Dividing  students  into  cate¬ 
gories  based  on  who  has  access  to  the  con¬ 
doms  and  who  does  not  would  interfere  with 
confidentiality,  he  said,  adding  that,  “the  stu¬ 
dents  most  needing  the  information  would 
not  have  access.” 

While  the  New  York  City  program  is 
expected  to  begin  next  month  in  16  schools, 
AIDS  activists  expect  the  battles  over 
parental  control  to  continue.  The  Brooklyn 
archdiocese  has  offered  free  legal  counsel  to 
any  parents  wishing  to  sue  the  school  system 
for  “forcing  condoms  on  their  children,” 
according  to  Liebgold.  “How  can  anyone 
think  they’re  trying  to  help  students  when 
they’re  suing  the  Board  of  Education  and 
trying  to  take  their  money  away?”  he  asked. 

These  opponents  of  condom  availability 
in  public  schools  have  employed  tactics  of 
homophobia  to  further  their  cause,  according 
to  many  health  edcuators  and  AIDS  activists. 
For  example,  some  religious  leaders  in  New 
York  City  said  that  Fernandez’s  proposed 
plan  “was  made  by  a  few  homosexual 
activists.”  Irene  Impellizeri,  New  York  City 
school  board  vice-president,  attempted  to 
ban  members  of  ACT-UP  and  the  Hetrick- 
Martin  Institute  from  meetings  in  which 
AIDS  education  proposals  were  being  dis¬ 
cussed  because  the  organizations  “promote 
anal  intercourse.” 

Some  AIDS  activists  have  responded  to 
schools’  reluctance  to  provide  condoms  to 
sexually  active  students  by  taking  matters 
into  their  own  hands.  A  group  of  high  school 
students  called  Youth  for  Education  on  AIDS 
and  HIV  (Y.E.A.H.)  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  dis¬ 
tributed  condoms  to  their  peers  in  school  on 
November  12;  two  students  have  been  sus¬ 
pended,  and  others  face  threats  of  suspension 
and  expulsion.  In  a  statement  released 
Wednesday,  the  students  said,  “In  the 
absence  of  positive  action  on  the  part  of  the 
school  committee  and  the  school  department, 
we  have  chosen  to  act  in  their  stead  to  try 
and  protect  our  lives  and  the  lives  of  our  fel¬ 
low  students.” 

YELL  in  New  York  City  and  Save  Our 
Children/Queer  Nation  in  Boston  are  two 
organizations  that  distribute  latex,  safer-sex 
instructions,  and  pro-gay/-lesbian  literature 
to  secondary-school  students  on  the  side¬ 
walks  as  they  enter  their  school  buildings. 
Jeff  Butts,  of  Save  Our  Children/Queer 
Nation,  emphasized  that  condoms  are  essen¬ 
tial  to  students’  health.  “Flynn  refuses  to  pro¬ 
vide  them,  so  someone  has  to.  These  kids 
could  die  without  them,"  he  said  □ 
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his  groin  in  that  frenzied  manner,  emphasis 
on  frenzied?  I  have  nothing  against  someone 
grabbing  his  or  her  crotch,  per  se,  and  it 
probably  wouldn’t  hurt  people  to  see  a  little 
more  of  it  in  general.  However,  there  is  no 
question  but  that  it’s  a  little  disturbing  the 
way  Michael  does  it.  Madonna,  he’s  not. 
Were  we  just  too  enthralled  with  his  younger 
sister  to  notice  Michael’s  slow  descent  into 
madness  the  last  few  years? 

So  while  his  black  or  white  message  thing 
is  rather  unsuccessfully  conveyed,  Jackson  is 
trying  to  tell  us  something.  I  just  don’t  think 
it’s  contained  in  the  lyrics  of  the  song.  This 
crazed-looking,  beige-colored  plastic  boy 
whirling  himself  through  wind,  fire,  flying 
glass  and  line  dances  with  exotically  cos¬ 
tumed  extras  has  got  a  couple  things  on  his 
mind.  By  the  time  we  arrive  at  the  last  four 
minutes,  now  cut  out  after  a  supposed  uproar 
by  the  viewing  public  following  the  broad¬ 
cast  premiere,  I  was  convinced  that  all  the 
screaming  and  glass-breaking  and  masturba¬ 
tion  was  less  about  Jackson  trying  to  “imper¬ 
sonate  a  panther”  and  more  a  cry  for  help. 
It’s  too  bad  that  he  had  to  spend  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  and  national  air-time  to 
do  it.  Michael’s  spent  a  little  too  much  time 
in  his  fantasy  world  (with  his  animals  live 
and  stuffed),  and  more  than  a  little  too  much 
time  without  sex.  It’s  clear  that  someone  has 
to  talk  to  him.  Preferably  someone  over  the 
age  of  12  and  of  the  human  species. 

Adrianna  Alty  has  always  loved  Michael 
Jackson.  In  fact  there  was  a  time,  when  she 
was  much  younger,  that  she  wanted  to  be 
Michael  Jackson.  She  hopes  that  someone 
close  to  him  will  take  him  aside.  □ 
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YOU’VE  TRIED  THE  REST... 
COME  BACK  TO  THE  BEST! 


•  Thousands  of  Voice  Ads 

•  Dozens  of  Categories 

•  Hot  Dates  and  Friends 

•  Phone  Numbers  OR  Voicemail 

•  WHY  SETTLE  FOR  LESS? 


TALKING  PERSONALS 

1  -900-407-3900 

Everywhere  $2/min. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0000x413 

ANSWERING 

SERVICE 

AMVOX  By  Votes  Tsl 
PHONE  ANSWERMG 
A  MESS  AG  MG 
Discreet,  Password  protected 
National  network. 
(617)446-7700 

ARCHITECTS 

MUUJKEN  ARCHITECTS  NC. 
161  Mass.  Ava..  Suita  312 
Boston.  M A  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mullken,  AIA 

AUTO  BODY 

DM  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  cor 
repaired  at  an  Inouraneo 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBOOY 
guarantees  all  work  tor  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (61 7)  326 
9835, 06  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T.  W.  F.  Sat:  106.  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -  Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAO  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boytston  St 
Boston.  M A  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  *76-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-8668629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  -- 
Idowindowsl 

CLEAN  SWEEP 
Residential  cleaning 
Carnbridge/Somervlle 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEAMNG  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

RON’S  HYPERTYPER 
Creaiive  desktop  publishing! 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Matlson,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSEUNG 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  738-7860 


BELLVILLE  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square  and 
Sloneham,  MA 
(617)4366156 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL. 
kLEd.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)482-7843 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Individual,  couples,  and  group 
counseling  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  7  Haviland  St. 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0800x302 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre,  Tim  Rodden, 
MOiv  •  547-5338,  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341. 
Gay  Mfirmaflve  Pastoral 
counseling!  Psychotherapy 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Roe  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)  727-4749 
Psychotherapy  *  Consultation 

JACOUEUNE 
HANMGAN,  UCSW 

HIV+?  Depressed?  Let's  talk. 
Supportive  Gay  and  Lesbian 
therapy.  (506)  9226613 
Sliding  scale/  Insurance 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St 
Cambridge,  MA  021 39 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  A  gay 
men,  Individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  7769232 

DR  LAURIE  UVINGSTON 
Licensed  psychologist 
Anxiety.  Phobia.  Stress 
1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  1 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)734-5779 

ROHHBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)8766110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

MMAM  ROSENBERG, 

UD.  PhD 

Chad  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)3567512 
Close  to  Boston 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacramento  St. 

CAmbridge.  MA 
(617)661-0248 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indlv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  tram  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1563 

WOMEN'S  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boybton  St.  4th  floor 
Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)3561500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mile  radius  of  Boston. 
24-hr.  service 1-800-3862978 
MA  km  A7299  •  NH  lie*  3697 
ME  Hc#3269  D/8/A  P.WaJach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
J617J92(M289^^^ 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUMTY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISH HG  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  SL 
Boston,  M  A  02116 
(617)3561925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  3365356 
Wed.-Sat.  166 

UNEAR  HAW  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  SL.  Boston 
W#  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tuee.  and  Sal.  65  Wed.-Frl 
69  Wak-ln  or  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Primary  health  care, 
counseling,  HIV  care,  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  2868122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FEMIM8T  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  lor  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  * 
testing.  (603)4367588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  lor  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7665 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Mareags,  Polarity 

7  Haviland  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)267-0900x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  7762271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  MA  02105 
1-806352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOO 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01 840 
(508)  6867676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  tram  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-IHm/ 
oomnTli  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  Introductory  session. 

Cantor  Idge/  Boston 
(617)8668448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  K 
kBCKELSON 

8  Faneul  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  fL  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)367-0414 

LEWINGER  MASON  A 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

H  Ingham,  Ma  (617)  7461001 
(508)  224-6060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Provlncetown 

LIMOUSINE 

SERVICE 

OUAUTYUMOUSINE 
Boston's  only  all-gay 
Hmousine  service.  Serving  the 
gay  A  lesbian  community  In 
greater  Boston.  (617)  361-1546 


MEDIATION 

CENTRE  FOR  MEDIATION 
Mediation  services  lor 
unmanled  couples,  custody, 
properly,  dlsolullons. 
(617)9661700 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  SL 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BU81NE88  COUNCIL 
Lsabiana  and  gay  men  ki 
business  and  the  professions 
'Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce*  24-hour  hotlne 
(617)4467872 

PROSPERITY 

SEED  MONEY  IN  ACTION 
TAPE .  Making  the  law  of 
tenfold  return  work  lor  you. 
$12.95.  Miller.  Box  6211, 
Chula  Vista,  CA.  919060015, 
No  checks  please,  cash  or 
M.O.  for  quick  reply. 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batele.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston  ,  MA  02130 

(617)522-4600 

Trisha  Sollo.  Janet  Deegan 

SALEM:  Renovated,  spacious 

Victorian  1/2  house  A  attic. 

3+  Brs,  slate  roof,  fp,  near 
college.  130's,  cal.  Info 
(508)7466867 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AMTHCVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jaws 
PO  Box  11 .  Cambridge,  MA 
02236  Events  phone: 

(617)  9262536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  Si. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  3367037 

RETAIL 

CRONES  HARVEST 
761  Contra  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  9869530 
TTY- TTD  9629 
M-S  167,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Pubic  Accountant 
888  Washington  St. 

Dedham.  MA  02026 
(617)461-0098 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  SI. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Parit  Plaza 
(817)482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces.  Full 
bredriast,  Cottages.  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  wait  to  shops 
(506)  487-1616 

WOMEN  S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  SL 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.  4.  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM.  SaL  9  PM- 
2  AM.  Sun.  9  PM- 1  AM 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Helpline 

617-267-9001  tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday  and  6-11  PM  Sunday 

The  Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline  is  a  program  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
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Personals 


Services 


Help  Wanted 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number! 


ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLES 

1-900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $  1 .39  minute 


IS  THIS  THE  RIGHT  PLACE 

for  a  GWM,  72,  living  on  the  southeast  coast, 
well-educated,  politically  left,  still  clicking, 
works  part  time,  owns  his  own  home,  to  find  him¬ 
self  a  mate?  If  you're  venturesome,  your  letter 
will  get  one  from  me.  GCN  Box  1 35  (23) 


We  knew  Zhang  in  China  '87-'88,  a  closeted 
Chinese  gay  man  (government  says  gays  don’t 
exist).  Desperately  wants  to  come  to  ITS.,  geolo¬ 
gy  grad  school.  We  are  raising  money  for  him. 
Please  help  or  write.  Franny,  Friends  of  Zhang, 
Box  1601,  Brookline,  MA  02146  (23) 


OINK,  OINK,  OINK 

GM  sex  pig  has  little  time  but  lots  of  ideas. 
Morning,  afternoon  or  early  evening  quickies  in 
Boston  are  a  definite  possibility.  What  are  your 
likes?  Photo/Phone  to  GCN  Box  601. 


I’M  A  SLUT 

Let  me  lick  your  hairy  forearms  while  you  beat 
your  meat  and  spunk  off  in  my  face.  GCN  Box 
358. 


LOS  ANGELES 

GWF,  34,  intelligent,  attractive,  hard-working 
professional  w/integrity  and  sense  of  humor  seeks 
similar.  I  enjoy  music,  camping,  the  beach,  cook¬ 
ing  (vegetarian),  romantic  weekends.  Not  looking 
for  an  instant  relationship,  but  I  am  open  to  the 
various  possibilities  that  may  develop.  Non 
drug/alchohol  abusers.  P.O.  Box  411361,  Eagle 
Rock,  CA  90041.  (20) 


Announcements 


VIDEO  FESTIVAL  TALENT  AUDITIONS 

Women  performers  representing  many  cultures 
needed  for  8th  Annual  International  Women's 
Day  Video  Festival.  Auditions  will  be  held 
Saturday,  Nov.  23  from  11-5  pm  and  Saturday, 
Dec.  7  from  noon-  6  pm.  Call  for  location.  Sharon 
Gonsalves  (617)  625-8087  orTamsin  Orion  (617) 
524-1874.  (18) 

Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-1510 


Volunteers 


OUTWRITE  ’92  IN  BOSTON 

OutWrite  '92  Planning  Committee  seeks  eager 
beavers  and  diligent  domo  homos  to  serve  on 
conference  working  groups.  OutWrite  '92,  the 
national  lesbian  and  gay  writer's  conference,  will 
be  here  March  20-22, 1992  in  Boston  and  will  be 
co-sponsored  by  OutlLook  and  Gay  Community 
News.  Call  Sue  at  426-4469. 


ANONYMOUS  LESBIAN  SEX 

Wanted:  women  who  have  had  anonymous  les¬ 
bian  sexual  experiences  (incl.  phone  sex).  Two 
lesbian  videographers  seek  subjects  to  be  inter¬ 
viewed  off  camera  for  experimental  video  on  this 
subject.  GCN  Box  #F10Z  (20) 


Wanted:  hot  dyke  who  knows  how  to  give  a  good 
time.  Be  political  but  not  correct.  No  emotional 
juveniles.  Write  this  sexy  lezzie  at  GCN  Box  LEZ 


THWACK,  THWACK,  THWACK 

Feel  the  gavel  pound  the  auction  block  at  the 
GCN  benefit,  Fnday,  Nov.  22  at  Club  Cabaret.  6 
pm.  Info:  (617)  426-4469. 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Arts  Group  is  open  to  most  of  the  women  liv¬ 
ing'  at  MCI  Framingham.  An  orientation  is 
required  for  entrance  into  the  prison.  MCI 
Framingham  is  a  high  security  state  prison.  The 
group  meets  Monday  evening  from  7:00  -  9:00 
pm.  Volunteers  are  responsible  for  nearly  all  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  prison  system  beyond  the  inmates 
most  basic  routine  of  incarceration.  Your  time 
committment  and  role  in  the  group  is  completely 
up  to  you.  For  more  info  call  Dunya  at  547-6429 
or  Laura  at  720-4012. 


CAN  YOU  SPARE  SOMETIME? 

The  GCN  Prisoner  Project  needs  volunteers  for 
all  types  of  mailing,  xeroxing,  and  other  exciting 
opportunities.  Call  Rebecca  at  426-4469  for 
details. 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  ( optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY _ 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words  is  25  #,  business  ads  35  ( 


BASIC  COST 

□  Non -business: 

$6  for  1st  25  words;  25#  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  35#  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADINO 

□  Flamer  $3.00  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $1.50  x _  (number  of  runs) 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 
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□  $15  per  column  inch, _ inches  x  $15 
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No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 

1-800-339-2006 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


•  Individual  *  Group  •  Couple 

3 

V . 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

. .  x:x'x:.  ::x  /• 

+*  .  X;  X  :X.X;;. 

CoFixrSfl.  Barron,  MA  (617)  266-2240 

Health  iksurakc*  accepted 


GCN'S  FAX 

(617)  426-2723 


TRAINING  COORDINATOR 

Training  Coordinator-work  within  a  staff  team  of 
four  to  provide  training  and  training  support  to 
public  housing  tenant  organizations,  CBP11  Board 
and  staff.  Identify  training  needs,  develop  training 
programs  and  resources,  provide  information  and 
referral  for  training  requests.  $20,750  to  start  plus 
good  benefits.  Apply:  Committee  for  Boston 
Public  Housing,  24  Bellflower  St.  #215, 
Dorchester,  Ma.,  02125.  282-0431.  Minoritites, 
BHA  tenants  and  others  encouraged  to  apply.  (19) 
The  Friendship  Club  is  designed  to  provide  other 
physically  challenged  gay  people,  who  are  stuck 
indoors,  with  some  outside  stimulaton.  Write 
D.G.  Barnet  Yocht,  3287  Gillespie  St., 
Sacramento,  Calif.  95838.  (916)921-1413.  (21) 


AIDS  INFORMATION  COORDINATOR 

Aat  the  National  Prison  Project  of  the  ACLU 
Foundation.  Coordinator  is  involved  with  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  tasks  focusing  on  the  issue  of  AIDS  in 
prison  including  monitoring  corrections  policies 
and  maintaining  files  of  procedures  regarding 
treatment  of  HIV-infected  prisoners;  responding 
to  information  requests  on  AIDS  and  prison 
issues;  updating  NPP  “AIDS  and  Prison 
Bibliography;”  filling  orders  and  helping  to 
develop  and  market  NPP  AIDS  educational  mate¬ 
rials;  working  as  a  paralegal  on  AIDS  prison 
cases.  The  ideal  candidate  will  have  a  knowledge 
of  the  many  complex  issues  involving  AIDS  and 
HIV;  have  a  commitment  to  prisoner  rights  issues 
and  AIDS  advocacy,  the  ability  to  work  and  net¬ 
work  with  prisoners,  corrections  staff,  AIDS  edu¬ 
cators,  reporters;  writing  and  editing  skills;  and  be 
familiar  with  word  processing  and  the  use  of 
computers.  Candidates  with  some  paralegal  back- 

f round  will  be  strongly  considered.  Salary  is 
20,000-$25,000,  with  excellent  benefits. 
Applications  should  include  a  current  resume,  the 
names  and  phone  numbers  of  three  references, 
and  one  general  writing  sample.  Applications 
should  be  sent  in  by  Defcember  15,  1991  to: 
Kelly  Gardner,  National  Prison  FYoject  of  the 
American  Civil  Libertties  Union,  1875 
Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W.,  Suite  410, 
Washington,  D.C.  20009.  (21) 


GRASSROOTS  INTERNATIONAL 

Third  World  humanitarian  aid  agency  seeks 
Administrative  Coordinator  with  experience  in 
financial  management,  computer  systems,  and 
volunteer  supervision.  Radical  politics  a  mustl 
Salary  mid-20s.  Resume  to  Grassroots 
International,  Box  312,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 
No  calls  please.  (19) 


NEW  FROM  EUROPE 

Make  easy  extra  money  every  week.  Send  SASE 
to  Europe  Co.,  338  Columbus  Ave,  Suite  141, 
Boston,  MA  02116.  (19) 


Wanted 


DICTIONARIES 

We  need  them  for  the  prisoner  project  in  a  BIG 
way.  If  you  come  across  a  lot  of  cheap  dictionar¬ 
ies  and  want  to  send  them  our  way,  please  do. 
They  are  invaluable  to  prisoners.  They  can  be 
dropped  off  at  the  Red  Bookstore  in  JP  or  at 
GCN.  Please  call  426-4469  if  you  have  any  ques¬ 
tions. 

COMPUTER  HARDWARE. 

Have  you  upgraded  your 
system?  Can't  find  a  use  for  your 
Mac  Plus?  Other  computer 
equipment?  Maybe  you  just  feel 
generous?  Why  not  make  a  tax* 
deductible  contribution  to 
Gay  Community  News. 

Call  426-4469. 


Services 


TAROT  CARD  READINGS  BY  LEAH 

Leah  will  advise  you  on  all  matters  of  life  such  as 
love,  health,  career,  etc.  Call  for  information  and 
appt.  (617)  566-7375.  (20) 


The  Friendship  Club  is  designed  to  provide  other 
physically  challenged  gay  people,  who  are  stuck 
indoors,  with  some  outside  stimulation.  Write 
D.Gpie  SL,  Sacramento,  Calif.  95838.  (916)  921- 
1413.  (21) 


Massage 


FULL  BODY 

Swedish  massage  for  relief  of  all  tensions  by 
young  Black  male,  22,  with  strong,  caring  hands. 
Call  Richard,  Beacon  Hill:  (617)  742-2416.  (27) 


For  Sale 


EXCLUSIVELY  FOR  INMATES 

Everything  from  TV's  to  sneaks  and  socks 
wholesale  prices.  Free  brochure.  Inside  Shopper, 
219P  Berlin  Road,  Suite  185,  Cherry  Hill,  NJ 
08034 

(27) 


HELP!  My  collection  of  128  GM  mags  must  gol 
Desperately  need  to  pay  bills!  Original  cover 
price,  $1050;  need  $300  or  best  offer!  Serious 
only.  (603)  424-9079  .  (19) 
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Roommates 


TRY  GCN> S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and  house¬ 
mate  ads  that  are  prepaid 
for  two  weeks 
we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


VIOLATE  OUR  SPACE 

A  coupla'  dykes  sitting  around  looking  for  a  third. 
We  are  vegetarian,  easygoing  and  even  though  we 
are  lesbians,  we  have  cats.  Our  J.P.  apt  is  sunny, 
spacious,  dost  to  T  and  bike  path.  Were  political, 
independent  and  gabby.  Rent  is  an  astoundingly 
low  $216+.  Call  524-2952. 


MELVILLE  PARK 

GM,  seek  1  more.  LR,  Dr  sunrm,  porch,  mega 
yard,  BIG  bedim  NearT.  $325+.  825-2722 
(14) 


PONDSIDE  UP 

3  lFs  seek  4th  for  independent  household.  Large, 
beautiful  apt.  with  2  rooms  of  your  own  plus 
common  space.  2  bthrooms,  wash/dryer.  Drug, 
alcohol,  smoke  free.  No  more  cats.  Avail.  Jan  1st 
(or  before)  $350+ 524-8040  or  522-4720  (19) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

LF  acupuncture  student  seeks  same  to  share  cozy 
apartment  on  Charles  River  two  blocks  from 
Watertown  Square.  $337+  924-1317 


Apartments 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Wonderful  sunny  3rd  floor  apartment,  6  room, 
two  bedroom,  front  deck,  washer/dryer  in  base¬ 
ment,  quiet  dead  end  street  Positive  and  political 
community.  Available  immediately.  Call  622- 
4151  leave  message.  (19) 


DORCHESTER 

Blight  and  clean  3  BDR,  2  bath.  Near  T.  New 
kitchen,  d/w.  W/D  hookup.  $630/month.  288- 
1191.  (18) 


FORT  HILL.  New  Reno.  1  Bdr  apt.  DW,  laundry, 
friendly  neigh,  quiet  street,  $550  heat,  elec,  gas 
included.  Call  427-3350.  (20) 


Trees,  view,  breezes,  sunlight,  hardwood,  off street 
parking.  Quiet  neighborhood  near  T.  One  bed¬ 
room  apartment  $485  including  all  utilities. 
Drugfree  women  and  gay  house.  436-2583.  (19) 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished 
room  in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home. 
Central  air,  washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable, 
deck,  gardens,  and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet, 
security,  spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only 
17  minutes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient 
T  stop.  Nonsmoking  male.  $395  including  utili¬ 
ties.  665-6082  (10) 


BROCKTON  AREA 

Professional  GM  seeks  roommate  to  share  2-bed- 
room  home.  New  kitchen,  W/W,  A/C,  DW,  W/D, 
security  deposit  and  references.  (508)  238-9753 

05) 


QUEER  CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 

We're  looking  for  wimmin,  women  or  girlz  for 
mixed  dyke/fag  home.  Our  fabulously  beautiful 
longstanding  co-op  is  conveniently  located  in  a 
safe,  friendly  neighborhood.  Five  minutes  from 
red  line.  864-1466 


EAST  ARLINGTON—^ WALK  TO  T 

2  lesbians  plus  cat  seek  lesbian  25+  to  share  our 
home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  racial  diversity.  No  smoke,  drugs,  mini¬ 
mum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apartment 
$366+,  643-2426. 


BIG  HOUSE/SEMI-COOP 

in  Cambridgeport,  nearT.  imagjne-your  very  own 
big,  sunny  room  and  study  for  the  low  price  of 
$286!  (only  one  condition-  you  must  be  a  respon¬ 
sible/fun  LF)  2  LFs  with  a  dog  &  a  cat  await  your 
call,  evenings  at  661  -6771 .  (hrsh) 


PONDSIDE  J.P. 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  big  beautiful  apt.  Friendly, 
independent  house;  porches,  w/d,  parking.  Two 
rooms  of  your  own  wired  for  private  phone.  No 
smokers,  no  pets.  $365+.  Avail.  Nov.  or  Dec.  1. 
522-9760  (16) 


SOBER  ROOM  ATE  WANTED  12/1 

GM  28  and  friendly  housecat  seek  L  or  GM  to 
share  spacious  apt  on  Cambridge/Belmont  line. 
Near  bus.  7  min.  ride  to  Harvard  Sq.  No 
alcohol/drugs/  "trick  traffic."  I  am  smoker  (rigs. 
OK),  12-steppers  esp.  welcome.  Call  Michael 
484-1389  leave  msg.  $325  plus  1/2  utils.  (17) 


NEWLY  RENOVATED  2BR  APT  IN  JP 

Beautiful  two  family  house  on  safe,  quiet  dead¬ 
end  street.  Near  pond.  Arboretum  and  T.  HW 
floors,  LR/DR,  eat-in  kitchen,  W/D,  cozy  back¬ 
yard.  Lesbian  owned  +  occupied  Pets  negotiable. 
No  smokers,  please.  $800  +  utils.  Avail  Dec.  1, 
522-2^5 1.  (20) 


MELVILLE  PARK 

2  Br  Apt  in  a  2  Family  home  for  rent.  Renovated 
bath  and  kitchen, WW,  DW,  hook-ups,  storage, 
fenced  yard  $750/mo.  plus  util.  Must  see.  (617) 
767-4826.  (19) 


Publications 


BROOMSTICK 

A  quarterly  national  feminist  political  journal  by, 
for  and  about  women  over  forty,  3543  18th  st.  #3, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110.  Yearly  subscriptions: 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20  (U.S.  finds),.  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sample  copy  $5.  Free  to  incar¬ 
cerated  women  over  forty.  A  magazine  of  midlife 
and  long-living  women’s  personal  experiences 
and  positive  images  of  ourselves  and  our  strug¬ 
gles;  a  network  of  over-forty  women  who  are 
committed  to  opposing  agism  and  sexism  and  to 
developing  our  understanding  of  our  lives. 


RYAN'S  VISION  QUARTERLY 

Is  a  new  publication  for  citizens  &  prisoners  with 
AIDS.,  We  report  on  treatments,  news,  activism, 
statistics  etc.  in  the  prison  system.  $20  annually 
to:  Ryan's  Vision,  Suite  6F,  277  Prospect  Ave, 
Hackensack,  NJ,  07601.  Free  to  Prisoners.  (19) 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  fif¬ 
teen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism  by  ordering  a  sample  copy 
today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES,  2040  N. 
Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or  subscribe 
toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.:  (800)  435- 
0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE  LL  GIVE  YOU 
THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE 


ALLSTON 

4  Queer  Ls  seeking  2  more  to  share  sober,  semi¬ 
coop,  no  hassle  household  Near  T  and  bus.  230 
and  254/mnth  +  utl.  254-0448  (16) 


FUN,  FRIENDLY  APT  IN  J.P. 

1  LF,  1  BiF  seek  1  LF  for  progressive,  semi-coop, 
veggie  apt  $250+  4  blks  from  T,  3  blks  from 
Centre  St.  Lots  of  commonspace,  yard,  driveway, 
sm.  porch.  We  are  non-smoke,  sober,  fun.  522- 
9351  (10) 


2ND  &  3RD  FLOOR  IN  E.  ARUNGTON 

2LFs  seek  3rd  for  spacious,  sunny  3BDR.  Yard, 
porches,  laundry,  off-street  parking,  own  phone 
line.  No  smk/peti  $400  +  util.  Call  648-0970  or 
648-1724.  (18) 


HARVARD  SQUARE  AREA 

LF  seeks  25+  LF,  BI  or  SF  to  share  2  bedroom 
apt.  5  min  from  harvard  square.  W/D  and  fire¬ 
place.  No  smoking.  $337.50  utilities  included.  Cal 
864-6609.  (20) 


SOMERVILLE,  GM  seeks  M/F  to  share  chic 
large,  mod  2  br.  apt  Big  closets,  EZ  parking,  big 
E-i-k,  wiDW.  $350/mo.  Call  Paul:  628-7618  (H) 
or  935 -4900  (w).  (19) 


DORCHESTER,  Shawmut,  2  min.  to  T.  Large 
kitchen  +  living  room,  front  +  back  porches.  1 
room  $250+  util.  2  room  suite  $350+  util.  Call 
Dave  825-8234.  (19) 


GREAT  HOME 

2  LFs  and  dog  seek  L  to  share  friendly,  comfort¬ 
able  house  with  yard  in  Somerville.  5  min.  walk 
to  Davis  Sq  and  T.  No  smoke,  drugs,  min.  alco-  L 
hoi.  $323 +.776-6612  (18) 
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Accommodation*,  AIDS/HtV  raaourcaa,  bare, 
bookstore*,  various  businsssas,  health  cars, 
legal  service*,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groins,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  a  much  more,  lor  gsy  woman 
and  men. 

All  pric®s  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  lo  USA  Canada  ^  Mexico.  In 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  Irom  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  American 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  lo  avoid  possible  Customs 
probiemsi) 

US/CANADA  Canada  and  USA  lor  women  t 
men.  City  by  city  information  lor  all  US  Slates, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
plus  nationwide  resources  including 
headquarter*  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses:  publications,  mail  order  companies, 
etc.  $12.00;  oulsid*  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  »  NJ;  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick.  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $4 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN/Southam  Midwest  64  pages  AL, 
A Z.  AR,  FL,  GA  KS,  KY,  LA,  MS.  MO,  NM.  NC, 
OKL PR.  SC.  TN.  TX.  US  Virgin  Islands.  VA. 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT.  DE.  DC.  ME.  MA.  NH,  OH. 
PA.  Rl.  VT.  WV  $5.00;  ousids  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE.  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  8740120 


•  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


The  American 
G  av  &  Lesbian  Atheist 

for  a  free  sample  copy  unite: 

AGLA,  PO  Box  66711, 
Houston,  TX  77266-6711 
Dial-a-Gay  Atheist  (713)  880-4242 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health,  femi¬ 
nist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and 
political  work  among  working,  disabled,  incarcer¬ 
ated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of  color,  les¬ 
bians  and  women  from  every  continent  $15/11 
issues 


Ever  get  lonely?  Need  a  friend?  a  lover?  Now  is 
the  time  to  get  back  on  track.  Journey’s  end  where 
lovers  meet;  on  board  the  Friendship  Train,  a  bi¬ 


monthly  publication  of  people  meeting  people. 
Send  your  ad,  in  fifty  words  or  less,  and  your  pay¬ 
ment  of  twenty  ($20)  dollars  to:  Friendship  Train, 
P.O.  Box  21142,  Greensboro,  N.C.  27420. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  will  be 
refunded.  (20) 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02181.  (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree- who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,SF,CA  94114.  (18.35) 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

Dear  Friends — Thanks  for  the  sweet  letters 
that  have  been  pouring  in  re:  GCN's 
financial  crisis.  If  it  seems  longer  than  usual 
to  get  information/responses,  that's  why. 
Thanks  for  your  patience. 


Handsome  Mexican-American  seeks  all 
sincere  letters  from  gays,  T.V.s  and  T.S.  I'm 
very  affectionate,  caring  and  romantic  but 
very  lonely!!  Michael  Hidalgo, 
C09215-P.O.  Box  29,  Represa,  CA  95671 
(sorry,  can't  write  to  prisoners) 


Fine  figured  “she-male”,  love  to  dance  and 
the  finer  things  in  life.  Am  out  early  '92  so 
please  write!  Sidney  Ray  Bohanow, 
#059799,  Union  Correctional  Institution,  P- 
15,  P.o.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL  32083 


25  year  old,  enjoy  reading,  drawing,  politics 
of  gay/leabian/bi  rights,  music,  staying  in 
shape,  cooking,  cleaning.  You  would  be 
saving  a  life  if  you  wrote  me.  Can’t  write 
prisoners.  Brian  Mast,  #893508,  Indiana 
State  Prison  N.S.B.  Cell  #9,  P.O.  Box  41, 
Michigan  City,  IN  46360-0041 


GM,  32,  into  computers,  the  classics,  good 
conversation.  Educated,  compassionate  and 
caring.  Terry  W.  Hall,  #84950,  Northpoint 
Training  Center,  Dorm  #6,  P.O.  Box-479, 
Burgin,  KY  40310 


28  years  old  enjoys  horseback  riding, 
skiing,  quiet  evenings,  candle  light  dinners 
with  soft  music.  Derek  T.  Wyman,  Rl  Box 
36  Jackson,  N.C.  27845 


I’m  looking  for  a  friend  to  spend  the 
upcoming  holidays  with.  Must  be  sincere. 
William  L.  Thompson,  #053779,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Cell  #N-2-S-10,  Florida  State  Prison, 
Starke,  FL  32091 


I'm  honestly  looking  for  a  gay  male  from 
the  ages  of  17-30.  No  games  please,  just  be 
for  real.  Boyd  Baylor,  Jr.  #100223,  Cuda-1- 
Rt-Cell-9-Camp  “J”,  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary,  Angola,  LA  70712-0009 


I’ve  been  gay  all  of  my  life.  I'm  26  y.o.  easy 
going.  Rodney  Green,  #098070,  R-17, 
Apalachee  Correctional  Institution,  P.O. 
Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL,  32460 


I  try  to  think  positive  and  wade  through  the 
muck  and  mire  in  this  system  with  a  lot  of 
circumspection.  I  can't  write  prisoners,  but 
would  like  to  correspond  with  people. 
James  Losey,  A02169,  E-B-203-B,  Tomoka 
Correctional  Institution,  3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd, 
Daytona  Beach,  FL  32124 


GM,  lots  of  love  to  give,  no  games.  I  like 
country  music,  fishing,  gardens,  cooking. 
Byron  Coy,  #860067  14-3-N,  W.C.C.  P.O. 
473,  WestviUe  IN  46391 


I'm  a  23-y.o  bisexual,  Aries.  I  enjoy  jazz, 
reggae,  writing,  basketball,  bicycling, 
making  new  friends.  Longine  Hamilton, 
#53627,  Route  1,  P.O.  Box  150/1113,  Tenn 
Colony,  Tx  75884 


I  am  sincerely  seeking  only  the 
companionship  of  a  beloved  queen.  I  love 
drawing  and  poetry.  C.R.  Goodson, 
#132659-1,  P.O.  Box  97,  McAlester  OK, 
74502-0097 


Women  Seeking  Friends 


24  old  looking  to  correspond  with  sincere 
people.  I'm  Spanish.  Can't  write  prisoners.  I 
love  everything  in  life,  my  favorite  hobby 
being  sex!  Ramona  Fernandez,  P.O.  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines,  FL,  33024 


Sincere  passive  fern  seeks  aggressive  butch 
for  real  relationship.  Rhonda  Frazier,  3395- 
97,  KCIW,  Pee  Wee  Valley,  KY  40056 


Down  to  earth  country  girl  would  like  to 
meet  unique  people  of  all  nationalities! 
Easygoing,  enjoy  the  good  things  in  life. 
Can't  write  prisoners.  Dorothy  Matheny, 
P.O.  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines,  FL  33024 


28,  y.o.  lonely  lesbian  seeking  pen  pal.  I  am 
very  much  into  recovery  from  alcohol  and 
drugs  and  into  all  other  positive  things. 
Seeks  someone  similar.  Darla  Davis, 
#27089,  O.R.W.  1479  Collins  Ave., 
Marysville,  Ohio  (Lincoln)  43040 


Open  minded,  sense  of  humor,  easy  going. 
Interests  are  sports,  poetry,  music,  camping, 
movies,  love  children  animals,  long  walks 
on  the  beach.  Renee  Sims,  18795,  P.  O. 
1508-S 16-25,  ChowchillaCA,  93  610 


GM,  looking  for  GM,  interested  in  honesty 
and  commitment,  an  d  no  head  games. 
Sony  no  prisoners.  Sean  Siacgiater,  R144- 
600,  P.O.  Box  #1368  Mansfield,  OH  44901 


Attractive  bisexual  searching  for  a  TS  to 
freak  off  with,  and  together  hopefully  build 
a  very  stable  and  exciting  future.  George 
Souffront,  85-A-0761,  Great  Meadow  Con. 
Facility,  P.O.  Box  51,  Comstock,  NY  12821 


Sensitive,  passionate  and  caring  37  y.o.  GM 
hoping  to  find  that  one  special  male  to 
become  life  time  mate.  Can  write  other 
prisoners,  so  anyone  write  me:  Charles 
Fitzgerald,  114885,  Rt.  1  Box  207-C  B-008, 
Lawreneeville,  VA,  2386-9799 


Exciting  and  vital  Black  gay  boy  seeking  a 
sensuous  white  man  for  friendship  and 
possible  relationship.  Sad6  Jones,  E-28344, 
Box  200,  N-130,  Vacaville,  CA  95696 


GM,  29  y.o.,  honest,  sincere,  will  be 
released  in  5  months,  needs  a  new  start, 
Christopher  Barnwell  E59336,  Fac  1-4- 
148U,  480  Alta  Rd,  San  Diego,  CA  92179. 


GM,  would  like  to  hear  from  someone  who 
isn't  afraid  to  take  a  chance.  I  don't  want 
your  $,  just  some  letters  and  understanding. 
Edwin  B.  Smith,  #581558,  Q-52,  ACI,  P.O. 
Box  699-West,  Sneads,  FL  32460 


Half  German,  half  Indian.  Into  weight 
lifting,  reading,  writing,  photography.  Like 
to  correspond  with  anyone  who's  100%  gay. 
Tony  R.  Palen,  #060073,  #R-6,  ACI,  P.O. 
Box  699-W,  Sneads,  FL  32460 


Like  to  enjoy  long  sessions  with  my  lover  at 
home  and  outings  like  concerts,  some  clubs. 
James  Pritchard  Rt.  1,  Box  403,  Macksville, 
N.C. 27028 


It's  difficult  to  find  anyone  I  can  open  up  to 
or  trust  with  my  problems  and  pain.  I  am  an 
18  y.o.  male,  I  just  feel  like  I'm  going  to 
explode.  I'd  like  to  feel  that  someone  does 
care.  J.  McNinch,  #239-018,  P.O.  Box  56, 
Lebanaon,  OH  45036 


5  Thursday,  Boston  ♦  Pomo  Afro  Homos  present  a 
celebration  of  Black  gay  life  in  five  shows.  Through 
Dec.  8.$10.  Thurs.,  Fri.  and  Sun.  8  pm;  Sat.  two 
shows,  7:30  and  10  pm.  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts 
Theater,  539  Tremont  St.  Info:  437-6200,  ext  480. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged! 
Listings  may  also  be  sent  electronically  by  the 
Please  specify  If  event  Is  or  Is  not  wheelchair  acces¬ 
sible  and/or  sign  language  Interpreted.  Please  use 
our  format  as  a  guide  for  listings,  Including  time, 
dale,  place,  and  a  contact  person.  All  listings  must 
be  typed.  Please  note  that  listings  are  printed  only 
as  space  allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print 
every  submission. 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  In  the  617  area  code,  and 
cities  are  In  Massachusetts,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

23  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Erica  Wheeler  in  concert  at 
Crone's  Harvest.  Donation.  8  pm.  761  Centre  St. 
Info:  983-9530. 

Cambridge  ♦  Amethyst  Women  will  be  having  a 
Square  Dance.  $6  donation.  8-1 1  pm.  7  Temple  St. 

Allston  ♦  Women  performers,  musicians,  dancers, 
performance  artists,  poets  representing  many  cul¬ 
tures  needed  for  8th  annual  International  Women's 
Day  Video  Festival.  11-5  pm.  Allston  Congregational 
Church,  41  Quint  Ave. 

Cambridge  ♦  Fred  Small  In  concert  with  Patricia 
Shih  and  ASL  interpreter  Jody  Stlener.  Benefit  for 
Cultural  Survival.  $10  adv.,  $12.50  at  door.  8  pm. 
Paine  Hall,  Harvard  University.  Info;  (508)  263- 
6072. 

Waltham  ♦  Way  Out  In  Waltham  (WOW)  sponsors 
potluck  dinner  and  video  night  for  local  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  bisexuals.  Info;  893-0742 
Holyoke  ♦  Art  for  Life  silent  auction.  Benefit  for  local 
AIDS  service  organizations.  $50  per  person,  $85 
per  couple.  8-12  pm.  Holyoke  Heritage  State  Park, 
221  Appleton  St.  Info:  (413)  533-2426. 

Clinton  ♦  The  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society. 
Potluck  and  Star  Trek  viewing.  6  pm.  Info:  (508) 
365-5951. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society, 
goes  to  see  the  newly  released  Addams  Family 
movie.  Info:  (508)  597-5861. 

Boston  ♦  tne  vrom«n  Leau«ro  strategy  Session. 
Hosted  by  YWCA.  $20  donation.  10  am-4  pm. 
YWCA  Stuart  Room,  140  Clarendon  St.  Info:  536- 
7940,  ext.  109. 

Boston  ♦  Evening  In  solidarity  with  the  native  strug¬ 
gle.  $4  donation.  7:30  pm.  Emmanuel  Church,  15 
Newbury  St.  Info:  All  People's  Congress  424-1176. 

24  Sunday 

Watertown  ♦  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Watertown 
(GLOW)  hold  7th  Annlversay  Tea  Dance.  All  wel¬ 
come.  3  pm.  Info:  395-4664  or  937-6942. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes  Dialogue.  Topic:  "Army  of  ex- 
lovers -processing  feelings, *  with  Jasmine  Benjoy.  4 
pm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  2nd  floor.  Info: 
247-2927. 

Marblehead  ♦  Annual  Fall  bulb  sale.  Sponsored  by 
North  Shore  Gay/Losblan  Alliance. 12-5  pm.  90 
Green  St.  Info:  (508)  745-3848. 

Framingham  ♦  “We  wont  go  back!"  Massachusetts 
NOW  state  conference.  $30  registration. 
Framingham  State  College.  Info:  876-2420. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Lesbian  video  presentation  of 
Sappho  Goas  to  Hollywood.  Donation.  7  pm. 
Crone's  Harvest,  761  Centre  St.  Info:  983-9530. 

Cambridge  ♦  Paintings  and  color  sketches  by  artist 
Jim  Jackson  at  the  Black  Forest  Cafe,  1759  Mass. 
Ave.  Reception  3-6  pm.  Info:  661-6706. 

Boston  ♦  How  to  pursue  peace  In  the  Middle  East" 
by  Prof.  Sherman  Telchman.  Free.  11  am. 
Community  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St.  Info: 
266-6710. 

25  Monday 

Boston  ♦  ‘STD's  and  HIV  In  Women:  An  update  on 
transmission,  treatment  and  research.'  Sponsored 
by  FCHC,  Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition,  Boston 
Living  Center,  Latino  Health  Network  and  AIDS 
ACTION  Committee.  Free.  7-9  pm.  FCHC,  7 
Ha vl land  St.  Info:  267-0900  ext  287. 

26  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Healing  service  for  all  affected  by  AIDS. 
Co-sponsored  by  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS, 
Inc.  7:30  pm.  King's  Chapel,  School  and  Tremont 
SIS.  Info:  628-7665. 

Danvers  ♦  Thanksgiving  potluck  at  the  Northshore 
Unitarian  Unlversallst  Church, 323  Locust  St. 
Reservations  a  must.  7  pm.  Info:  North  Shore 
Lesblan/Gay  Alliance  (508)  745-3848. 

Boston  ♦  Orientation  tor  Buddy  Program.  7:30  pm. 
AIDS  ACTION  Committee,  131  Clarendon  St.  Info: 
437-6200  ext  450. 

29  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Only  Angels  Have  Wings,  at  the  Friday 
Night  Video  Series.  $2  donation.  7  pm.  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Community  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 

World's  End  ♦  Hike  to  World's  End  with  the 
ChUtem  Mt.  Club.  Info:  925-5270. 

30  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Joyce  &  Justina  In  concert. 
Donation.  8  pm.  Crone's  Harvest,  761  Centre  St. 
Wo:  983-9530. 

Northampton  ♦lath  Annual  Lesbian  Homeshow 


through  Dec.  1st.  Crafts  10-4:30  pm  $1-3;  Dinner 
Theatre  5:30-7:30  pm  $3-5;  Dance  8:30-12  pm  $4- 
6.Center  for  the  Arts,  17  South  St. 

December 

1  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  Mahtowin,  member  of  Oglala  Lakota 
Nation,  will  speak  at  the  Community  Church  Center, 
565  Boylston  St.,  Copley  Square.  1 1  am. 

Boston  ♦  Exhibition  organized  In  conjunction  with 
Visual  AIDS/Day  Without  Art.  50  Photos:  a  Phase  I, 
Randomized  Trial.  Through  Jan.  26.  Opening  Is 
Dec.  6.  Bosfbn  University,  602  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  ♦  Offerings  of  Hope/Offerings  of 
Remembrance.  Harvard  University  Art  Museums 
observe  Day  Without  Art.  Photographs,  poems, 
copies  of  leners,  flowers,  etc.  are  welcome  offerings 
for  an  altar  Installation  in  the  Fogg  courtyard. 
Through  Dec.  5.  30  Quincy  St.  Info:  495-2378. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Batik  exhibition  by  Jerl  Levitt. 
Donation.  6-7:30  pm.  Crone's  Harvest,  761  Centre 
St.  Info:  983-9530. 

2  Monday 

Boston  ♦  NOW  Annual  Business  Meeting:  All  mem¬ 
bers  are  welcome  to  attend.  Elect  the  1992  Board 
and  Review  1991  Board  Actions.  National 
Organization  for  Women-Boston  Chapter,  971 
Commonwealth  Ave.  Info:  782-1056. 

3  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Taking  Sexual  Harassment  Seriously. 
Forum  sponsored  by  the  Committee  on  Violence 
Against  Women.  Info:  782-1056. 

Cambridge  ♦  Racism  nad  Capitalism  In  America — 
Spartacist  Youth  Club  class  and  discussion.  8  pm. 
Harvard  University,  Room  105,  William  James  Halt. 
Info:  492-3928. 

Boston  ♦  Teflllat  Refuat  Hanefesh,  the  Service  for 
the  Healing  of  the  Soul.  6  pm.  Info:  566-3960. 

Wellesley  ♦  AIDS  Awareness  Walk  sponsored  by 
the  Wellesley  WaKIng  Club.  4  pm.  Sports  Center, 
Wellesley  College. 

5  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Pomo  Afro  Homos  present  celebration  of 
black  gay  life  In  five  shows.  Through  Dec.  8. $10. 
Thurs.,  Fri.  and  Sun.  8  pm;  Sat.  two  showrs,  7:30 
and  10  pm.  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts  Theater,  539 
Tremont  St.  Info:  437-6200,  ext  480. 

Cambridge  ♦  General  meeting  of  the  Cambridge 
Lavender  Alliance.  7-9  pm.  Cambridge  Rindge  & 
Latin  School,  Media  Cafeteria.  Info:  876-3874  or 
868-1693. 

Boston  ♦  Temple  Israel  of  Boston  presents 
Livingston  Taylor  In  a  benefit  concert  to  resettle 
New  Americans  from  the  Soviet  Union.  $10.  8  pm. 
Info:  566-3960. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Special  Fundraiser  Coffeehouse 
for  Amoja  Threerlvers  and  Blanche  Jackson. 
Donation.  7:30  pm.  Crone's  Harvest,  761  Centre  St. 
Info:  983-9530. 

6  Friday 

Cambridge  ♦  Chip  Beriet  In  MIT  9-150.  The  Right 
Wing  Attack  on  CMI  Liberties.  Free.  8  pm.  Info:  524- 
1043  or  437-9309. 

Cambridge  ♦  Women  and  Work  Day.  Women  shar¬ 
ing  work  experiences.  12-9  pm.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 

Pittsfield  ♦  The  Berkshire  Public  Theatre  hosts  A 
Christmas  Carol.  Through  the  22nd.  Thurs.,  Frid. 
and  Sat.  8  pm.  Sunday  matinees  at  2  pm.  $1 5  and 
$18,  children  12  and  under  halt  price.  Info:  (413) 
445-4634. 

7  Saturday 

Washington,  D.C.  ♦  Smithsonian  Resident 
Associate  Program  holds  seminar:  The  Fate  of  the 
Avant-Garde  In  Nazi  Germany.  9:30  -  5:45  pm.  $65 
for  non-members;  $40  for  students.  Info:  (202)  357- 
3030. 

Cambridge  ♦  Women  performers,  musicians, 
dancers,  etc.  needed  for  8th  Annual  International 
Women's  Day  Video  Festival.  Noon-6  pm. 
Cambridge  Center  for  Adult  Education,  42  Brattle 
St. 

Boston  ♦  A  Remebrance.  The  premiere  staged 
reading  of  a  play  by  marie  R.  WK.  $7.  7  pm.  3  Joy 
St.  Info:  (508)  481-0331. 

Boston  ♦  Realistic,  streetwise  self-defense.  An  8hr., 
2  day  workshop  for  women  and  girls.  Also  Dec.  8. 
Sanchln  Women's  School  of  Karate  and  Self- 
Defense.  Info:  547-3889. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Third  Annual  Auction  for  the  Arts  at 
the  Jamaica  Plain  Firehouse  Multicultural  Art 
Center.  $7  advance.  $10  door.  7-11  pm.  Info:  524- 
3816. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Fourth  Annual  Holiday  Crafts  and 
Imports  Festival  at  the  Jamaica  Plain  Firehouse 
Multicultural  Art  Center.  First  three  weekends  of  the 
month.  Free.  Info:  524-3816. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-ml.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  $1.00.  10am.  Also:  Tues.  11:45pm.  at 
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MHC;  Wed.  6:45pm.  at  Hatch  Shell;  Sun.  3:00pm.  at 
Jamaica  Pond  Boathouse.  Info:  Sara  524-4025. 

Boston  ♦  Two -Stepp  In'  for  AIDS-  Texas  Two-step- 
ping  and  line  dancing  for  the  HIV  positive  communi¬ 
ty  and  their  friends.  At  the  Boston  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.,  7th  fl.  Third  Saturdays, 
7:00-12:00pm.  Donations  go  to  direct  services  for 
people  with  AIDS.  Info:  236-1012. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-ln  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  1  lam-1 2:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4 
to  6p.m.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrldeTIme — Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems;  check  your  listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment,  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone's  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 

Cambridge  ♦  A  multicultural  story  hour  for  children 
aged  3-8.  Sponsored  by  FCHC  and  Lesbian 
Mothers  Group.  Third  Sat.  of  every  month. Info:  267- 
0900  ext  292. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-ln  Center.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  p.m. 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-7612. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sports.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Spons.  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6  p.m.; 

volleyball  6  p.m.  *til  dark.  $1.  Info:  Staph  625-9551. 
Boston  ♦  Dignity  Mass.  Liturgy  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin 
St.  5:30  p.m.  536-6518. 

Boston  ♦  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St.  227-5794. 
Provincetown  ♦  Christian  Healing  Service.  5:30 
p.m.  96  Bradford  St.  (P'Town  AIDS  Support  Grp.) 
Pot  luck  dinner  to  follow.  (508)  487-3866. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St.  (near  Gov't 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
10:30pm-2:30  a.m. 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
work-outs  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15.  Info: 
767-0449  or  282-3110. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  New  Support  Group  for  Recovering 
Women  with  HIV/AIDS.  Sponsored  by  Women,  Inc. 
Call  Magda  or  Christine  for  a  screening  Interview 
442-6166. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV-t-  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Chiltem  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843- 
3966. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friends:  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8 
p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  1st  and  3rd  Mondays 
at  new  location.  Local  26,  62  Berkeley,  3rd  Floor. 
7:00pm. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 
247-2927. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday 
Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St.  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O'Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  Topic:  11/18 
“Coming  out  to  your  parents,"  11/25  “What  to  do 
with  your  'ex'  on  the  holidays."  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  “Between  Takes."  Often  a  g/l  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode  Island 
Interconnect  A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other  areas:  check 
listings. 

Tuesdays 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m.,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  Illness.  Poe.  CSS  8 
to  9  p.m.,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  wkh 
subst.  abuse  Issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project,  19 
Pleasant  St.  (508)  283-0101. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 


Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  Topic:  11/19 
‘Lesbians  of  different  cultures,*  11/26  “Open  rap.“ 
The  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  354- 
8807. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  “We  the  People* — with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  91.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U. 
radio. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Women  In  the  Building  Trades  will  be 
offering  free  Introductory  workshops.  6:00-8:00pm 
from  10/30-12/4.  At  555  Amory  St.  Call  524-3010  to 
pre-register  or  for  info. 

Cambridge  ♦  Job  search  support  group.  Cambridge 
Women's  Center.  6:30-8:30  pm.  Info:  354-8807. 
Boston  ♦  Sales  Networks  Program  for  G/L  Business 
Owners  and  Supporters  of  the  Community.  7:30  to 
9:30  a.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir. 
Registration  required:  Marc  Spencer  262-2400. 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MOC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice 
326-1600x350. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m. 
(800)  42 BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30  to  8  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
wtth  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Peart  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  for  youths  22 
and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755- 
0005. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics. 
Mass.  General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259- 
1559. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age  25+, 
but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave  294- 
0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  In 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 

Amherst  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  6:00-7:00pm  at 
Bangs  Community  Center,  70  Boltwood  Wak.  Info: 
P.O.  Box  202,  Hadley,  MA  01035  or  (413)  584- 
4213. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  The  Boston  Monthly  HIV  Medical  Update. 
2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  7:30pm.  John 
Hancock  Conference  Center,  40  Trinity  Place  (near 
Copley  green  and  Back  Bay/South  End  Orange  T 
stations).  Info:  262-3456. 

Somerville  ♦  The  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Program 
offers  meals  to  PWA's  HIV+  and  friends  at  the 
Methodist  Church.  One  block  from  Davis  Square 
Red  Une  Station.  Info:  666-4130. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-ln 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt.  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Boston  Living  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St.  7th 
fir.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Provincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly 
Flap  Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St.  Peer  led.  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  734-2076. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Grtr  Bos.  rink.  Info: 
John  350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  -  Gays 
at  MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial 
Dr. 

Boston  ♦  Coalition  tor  Lesbian  and  Gay  CMI  Rights 
general  meeting.  Third  Thurs.  of  every  month.  6:30- 
8  pm.  Lesbian/Gay  Community  Center,  Room  206, 
338  Newbury  St.  Info:  266-2956. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come 
stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends. 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Somerville  ♦  Swing  and  C/W  Dance  for  G/L/B.  8 
p.m.,  swing  and  two-step  lessons;  9  p.m.  to  mid¬ 
night,  dancing.  Smoke  /  alcohol  free,  juice  bar.  Air 
oond.  $6.  “On  Broadway,-  880  Broadway.  623-9532. 


Hindsights 


It  don’t  matter? 


Race,  sexuality  and  a  desperate  million-dollar  cry  for  help 


(I)  a  black  panther,  (r)  Michael  Jackson.  Notice  the  similarities? 


Black  or  White,  a  seven-minute  (for¬ 
merly  1 1 -minute)  rock  music  video 
directed  by  John  Landis.  With  Michael 
Jackson,  Macauley  Culkin,  George 
Wendt,  Bart  and  Homer  Simpson  and 
many,  many  others.  Currently  in 
heavy  video  rotation  all  over  the  plan¬ 
et. 

Reviewed  by  Adrianna  Alty 

e  can  love  each  other  and  save 
the  world”  has  been  a  theme  of 
Michael  Jackson’s  (and  many 
other  people’s)  music  over  the  past  few 
years.  On  Nov.  14,  Jackson  released  the  con¬ 
troversial  video  for  his  new  song,  Black  or 
White.  The  video  aired  on  the  Fox  network 
directly  following  The  Simpsons,  well 
ensconced  in  family-viewing  time.  It  was 
immediately  jumped  upon  for  its  inclusion  of 
a  violent  and  sexual  (crotch-grabbing) 
sequence.  But  there  is  a  lot  more  going  on  in 
this  little  gem  than  a  disturbing  (to  some) 
four-minute  dance  routine. 

There  are  some  rather  obvious  problems 
with  a  man  who  has  done  everything  in  his 
power  to  obliterate  all  of  his  own  black  fea¬ 
tures  telling  us  that  “it  don’t  matter  if  you’re” 
Black  or  White.  Michael  Jackson  is  a  multi- 
billionaire  pop  star  who  was  born  black. 
Now,  I  certainly  don’t  presume  to  know  what 
someone  else’s  experiences  have  been,  but  I 
think  it’s  safe  to  suggest  that  he’s  in  a  slight¬ 
ly  better  position  right  now  economically  and 
societally  than  a  lot  of  people,  Black  or 
white.  He’s  about  as  sheltered  from  and 
unhindered  by  racism  and  bigotry  as  you  can 
get  these  days.  I  mean,  the  man  lives  in  a 
bubble  (half  of  the  time  literally,  if  you 
believe  the  tabloids).  He  can  do  and  buy 
everything  that  he  wants  (and  has  demon¬ 
strated  so  on  numerous  occasions). 

But  it  seems  that  this  does  not  include 
wanting  to  be  black.  Clearly,  it  does  matter  to 
Michael  what  color  he  is.  The  beauty  he 
aspires  to  is  thin-featured,  straight-haired  and 
beige-toned.  It’s  particularly  ironic  when  he 
lip  synchs  another  performer  rapping,  “I’m 
not  going  to  live  my  life  being  a  color.” 
Well,  that’s  true  enough,  at  the  rate  he’s 
going. 


But  those  of  us  who  don’t  have  the  money 
for  15  nosejobs,  a  couple  chin  jobs  and  skin 
bleaching  treatments  and  who  have  to  live  in 
the  real  world  shouldn’t  worry?  Because  it 
doesn’t  really  matter  if  you’re  Black  or 
White ? 

Okay,  so  Michael  Jackson  delivering  this 
message  doesn’t  really  work.  But  if  the  song 
Black  or  White,  off  his  forthcoming  album 
Dangerous,  has  its  problems,  the  video  has  a 
few  more.  To  illustrate  his  song,  Jackson 
enlists  the  help  of  some  straight-outta 
Hollywood  African  Bushmen,  Native 


Americans,  Burmese  dancers.  New  York  rap¬ 
pers,  Russians,  and  an  Indian  woman  all 
doing  their  funky  interchangeable  dances 
amidst  whips  cracking,  gunfire,  whooping, 
chanting  and  snowflakes.  He  manages  to 
conjure  up  characters  sure  to  offend  every 
racial/ethnic  group.  No,  I  won’t  be  too  hard 
on  him  here  because  I  honestly  believe  that 
he  believes  he’s  using  these  elements  to  con¬ 
vey  a  powerful  and  positive  message  of  har¬ 
mony  reminiscent  of  Janet  Jackson’s  Rhythm 
Nation.  He  just  doesn’t  “get  it.”  This  is  pop 
music — right? — we  can’t  expect  it  to  be  too 


political,  let  alone  politically  correct.  But  this 
is  a  particularly  unsuccessful  attempt  This  is 
not  news. 

What  is  news,  and  what  concerns  me  per¬ 
haps  most  of  all,  is  how  horribly  made  the 
video  is  and  what  a  maniac  Michael  Jackson 
looks  like  performing  in  it  As  a  creation  of 
one  of  the  artists  who  made  the  music  video 
what  it  is  today,  it’s  a  serious  embarrassment. 
(Ironic  when  you  consider  that  Black  or 
White  was  created  by  John  Landis,  who 
directed  Jackson’s  groundbreaking  Thriller 
video.)  Michael  is  still  a  great  dancer,  but  the 
choreography  is  bad.  The  editing  is  bad. 
Compositionally  and  visually.  Black  or  White 
is  a  scrambled  mess.  His  last  video  might 
have  been  Bad,  this  one  is  simply  bad. 
Considering  the  budget  and  the  kind  of  talent 
he  has  at  his  disposal,  it’s  a  real  disappoint¬ 
ment. 

When  I  mentioned  to  a  friend  that  I  was 
thinking  of  reviewing  the  video  she  said, 
“Really?  Which  part?”  It  is  literally  that  dis¬ 
jointed.  But  I  guess  you  would  have  to  expect 
that  when  you  try  to  put  a  Macauley  Culkin 
air-guitar  sequence,  Norm  from  Cheers 
hurtling  through  space  in  an  armchair  and 
Bart  and  Homer  Simpson  together  in  one 
video.  Then  you  assemble  a  parade  compris¬ 
ing  every  ethnic  stereotype  and  most  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  animal  kingdom,  have  Michael 
smash  every  window  in  every  building  and 
car  for  a  2-block  radius  and  turn  into  a  pan¬ 
ther.  All  in  the  same  1 1  minutes.  Sound 
exciting?  Well,  it  isn’t  It’s  alarming.  And  it’s 
indicative  of  something  else  I’ve  suspected 
for  a  while  — that  it’s  more  than  the  song  or 
the  video  that  has  problems:  Michael’s  losing 
it. 

To  me,  the  album  title.  Dangerous,  refers 
to  the  condition  Michael’s  sanity  is  in. 
Perhaps  we  should  have  been  clued  in  when 
he  wanted  to  buy  the  Elephant  Man’s  bones, 
or  when  he  first  started  sleeping  in  some  kind 
of  concentrated  oxygen  chamber.  Or  how 
about  when  his  constant  companion  became 
a  chimp  named  Bubbles?  Or  when  he  gave 
Bubbles  away  for  not  being  cooperative  any 
longer  (a  move  I  consider  particularly  low)? 
Or  maybe  when  he  couldn’t  stop  grabbing  at 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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